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Camp Char-leston. Nov. 2nd. 6~. 

Friend. El1zabeth: 

Having re J od no answer to the last tl'i'O letters 

which I have. written you plea.se eXCilUse me tel' wt'lt111g a.galn. •• d.ol.fot 

the rea.sonof my i'lOt rece1ving any letters from Y"Ou Is our moving 8-0 

oft.en. t~e I.it Portland Ohio on :lUes the 21st or Oot. and carr! ved here 

by short mareho,e '~n 'Ihu!'sday the 30th. tole ar~ no\~ 6o miles up' the 

Ka.nawha valley and at the month of the Elk rl\fer. 

This 1'a,11·ey instead of ti'le terr1ble place we had expeoted to see, ~ is 

the riahes,t plaQe of any ~xtent I have Seen slnc~e ;)o~n1ng the servioe. 

although I exp~ot it 1.8 mueh w,oJ"_e as we proceed up the r1 'V'er" as it is 

l'lluol':1 more mcnmta1nou,s anti no doubt pooreI' o,Quntry.. 'l'!f.l'~ rebels left the 

town of Oha.rleston t;1,Q db\Ys. pre,viGlus to thel' aN:~l vaJ of' our adva.nce: they 

ax'e sa.id to be 4aoout 8.00,0 lnnumber and 1n full retreat tip the river. 

We ,dont know how SQon vse shall lea.ve this .plaQe but if 1 t m~\'l!et3no 

d1..ffCl'enOe teo his 111g}mes,s IlUncle Sam lt I had as soon stay here as '&0 

marc.h over the. mounte,kns yet a go,od soldier goes where he 1s crd,ered 

by his superior ot'fieer and a.sks no que:sulonS. 

r was sOIflt!twhat 1I1.u.rpr1 sed tCll get eo letter from Julia dated Ohio 

as I d.1d not ~xpe-ot her to go home &1though she had talked about it. 

How did she leave affairs in M1ch 1 suppose she intends to r&turn at 

same futuro time does she not. Julia informed me that you intended 

b~ __oh1ng in Unole Croehers dlstr1et end GtS I am oonsiderably well 

aoqua1nted in the d.istrict I N1sh you would wr1 tfa Ime all particulara 

oenoerrling parents and sehQlars. I wish you s.uc,oess and. Iii pleasant 

SOhQol as yo.u \-'1111 without doabt have. 1. have been informed that It 

has been very slokly 1n m1~h. during the summer this is a. great mlQ­

fO:r'f;1aw but prebe.bly the eiekness will cease wi ttl the wartD weath! :r. 
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~ou wrote thf,;t m~st of the boys l:'l.G:ld gDne to the t~ar: and ~ t is without 

doubt rather lonely fo,l' tbose wt10 re~.ln at 1:10me a.nd I hope affa,1.rs may 

soon be ~!'z'a.neec1 1n suoh &-.;[8.y t'hat w.e may return to our friends y,et 1 

expect 1 t \£111 requlre some hard f1gbtlng to Etooof.1pl;tBh S. set;tl~.ment. 

Until th~u ',/e Utust be Sf4tisf1~d bywr1 'Clu~ as @tten a.s circumstcillCHtS Will 

Jler>rnlt .. 

D1ree'G to the 42ad h"eg. Via of Ot:'.111p-011$ Ohio ill car~ of Lleut M. L. 

Benham i1.1st~ad of Capt:. Howe, and pleese except this from your fl?lend 

L$Qna!'d. 


