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Exhibit 12-a

Indian Agency MICHILIMACKINAC November 32 1835
SIR, In compliance with your instructions of the 29th

August means have been taken to acertain the feelings of the
Indians as to a cession of lands north of Grand River. &As in all
questions of this nature there is not a unanimity of feeling and
opinion. Events for several years have been preparing the penin-
sular Indians for the question, which has been much discussed by
them, during the last year. I have replies from the eastern,
middle, and northwestern portions of the country, favourable to a
cession, on liberal considerations, with reservations, and a
defined right of hunting on the lands sold. And the designation
of a future place of permanent residence by the government. The

objections made by the Indians of L'Arbre Croche (who occupy

however but a limited portion of the country,) are of a character,

growing out of their ignorance of their true position, and are
susceptable of being removed. I cannot conceive that any well
grounded doubts can remain of the successful result of a negocia-

tion.

Additional interest is given to the gquestion, just now by the

facts reported to me of the discovery of valuable and extensive
coal beds, and a saline spring of good strength, on the Michigan
borders of the Peninsula.

From the claimants to Drummond island, I have not as yet,

received any definite terms. No doubt can however remain of their

willingness to accede to reasonable terms.
This Island is 22 miles long - has several fisheries, and

affords one of the best harbours on lake Huron.
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I am sir Very respectfully Your Obt Servant

HENRY. R. SCHOOLCRAFT

I.a

Copy
ELBERT HERRING ESQ Commissioner Ind affairs War Depaftment Washington
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