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DISEASED DEER I N THE FAIRVIEW AREA 

Iu Jly, 1945, t hree to ~ive doe deer vit h badly swollen "dders vera 
ob"'crved by Conservation Officerc and ott~cro on the Reed Ranch eaot of 
Fairview i n t he eastern edge of Oecoda Comtty. Some of those deer t-rere 
reoring fawno that ap care~ to be i n nor-~1 phyoicnl co~dition. 

After field o~oervatione conoultationo ~~re ~old uit h veterinary 
authorities at Michigan State College . Their ~ot guess from descriptions 
v:'~"' thllt the deer htld contr acted 11naDtitieGn. 

Theoe m::m believed theE"e uno l ittle chance of opread of the disease 
and did not roc~nd elimin:ting t he infected antmalo from the herd . 
Rathel" they suggested watchful '17aiting . 

Ao t he sw:-.:r.er progressed the Sl<OllOD udders decreaoed in size and 
by lote October ~re no~l in oi:e . 

Arain in early June, 1946, one ca1e ~as rc~orted . On June 24th three 
c~:~oco "·:ao:o obDervedo Tuo of thcae are t hought to be tha G:nnc does that 
l~rc infect@d i n 1945, and the t~ird ~~y be. On t~ o~ day 55 additional 
does in a normal condition wcro observed in the G~ vicinity. 

»r. Stanley Whit lock woa called in on t he ootter. Af~er one rather 
poor obocrvation (because of ~a~J brush) and lengthy diseusoion he ~ec~nded 
waiting until t he fawno wore oufficiently old tc care for th~elves before 
shooti ng a doe to definitely determine the cauoo of t he infection. 

It is ap~arent t hat a f~w fomale deer in this zegion have contractec an 
infection affecting their udderoo They etill are able to produce and rear 
fawns . The infection is t hought to he QUStitia. Vete~l~ariano see little 
ch~ncc of spread or scriouG dan~er to t he ~~rdo They e~~et t he 1nfoct1on 
to disappear in a a~rt tir.e. 

At pr~oent a c looe check 1o l~~ng kept for a~~earance of thic infection 
in otr~~ locotiono or an alar-ing i ncreaoe oa the ~eeJ Ranch. 

It is anticipated t hat lstelt in the yea't' one of tbeoe doefl will be 
killed to dc~initely dcte~inc t he cauoe of the a~o~Jality. 
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DISilSED DEER IN TlD1 JAIRVIEW ARIA 

In Jul7, 194?. three to five doe deer with badly swollen udders were 
observed by Conservation Officers and others on the Reed Ranch east of 
Fairview in the eastern edge of Oscoda County. Some of these deer were 
rearing fawns that appeared to be in normal physical condition. 

After field observations consultations were held with vetrinar,v 
authorities at Michigan State College. Their best guess from descriptions 
was that the deer had contracted •maatit1s1 • 

These men believed there waa little chance of spread of the disease 
and did not recommend eliminating the infected an1 mal s from the herd. 
Bather tby suggeeted watcht\11 wait iDg. 

As the summer progressed the swollen udders decreased in size and 
by late October were normal in size. 

Jgain b earl7 June . 1946, one case was r eported. On June 24th three 
cases were observed. Two of these are tho\l8ht to be the same does that 
were infected in 1945. and the third may be. One the same clq 55 additional 
does ill a normal condition were observed in the same vicinity. 

Dr. Stanley Whitlock waa called in on the matter. After one rather 
poor observation (because of heavy brush) and lengt}cy' discussion ha reoomaaended 
waiting until the fawns were sufficiently old to care for themselves before 
ahooting a doe to definitely determine the cauao of the infection. 

It is apparent that a few female deer in this region have contracted an 
infection affecting their udders. They still are able to produce and rear 
fawna. The infection is thought to be mastitie. Veterinarian• see little 
chance of spread or serious da.Dger to the herd. They expect the infection 
to dieappear in a short time. 

At present a close check is being kept for appearance of this infection 
in other locations or an alarming increase on the Reed Ranch. 

1\ is anticipated that later in the year one of these does will be killed 
to definitelf determine the cause of the abnormality~ 
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