THE
SHAPING
OF
AMERICA

ON 500 YEARS
OF HISTORY

(]

Volume 2
Continental America

1800~1867

sion)

D. W. MEINIG

* Yale University Press
New Haven and London’

RNS 01842



Published with assistance from the foundation established in mem-

ory of Philip Hamilton McMillan of the Class of 1894, Yale Col-

lege. " ;
Whe Copyright ©:1993 by Yale University. All rights reserved. This .
histc . book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, including illustra-
calle - tions, in any form (beyond that copying permitted by Sections 107
of tt and 108 of the U.S. Copyright Law and except by reviewers for the »
Hisu public press), without written permission from the publishers. E
field o Set in Goudy Old Style type by Fhe Composing Room of Michigan, ~
Revi Inc. Printed in the United States of America by Vail-Ballou Press,

Binghamton, N.Y.

of g ’
ture Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data ‘- ]
Hisi (Revised for vol. 2) '
pro; : Meinig, D. W. (Donald William), 1924— |
vids The shaping of America ,
pas: ‘ © Includes indexfs. :
tive Includes bibliographical references. _

Contents: v. 1. Atlantic America, 1492—1800—v. 2. Conti-
per nental America, 1800-1867.
EX} 1. United States—History. 2. United States—Historical ge-
an¢ ography. )

Ci E178.M57 1986 973 85-17962
L ISBN 0-300-03548-9 (v. 1 : alk. paper)

ISBN 0-300-03882-8 (pbk. : v. 1 : alk. paper)- E
ISBN 0-300-05658-3 (v. 2) A E

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British
Library. .

The paper in this book meets the guidelines for permanence and '
durability of the Committee on Production Guidelines for Book
ur Longevity of the Council on Library Resources.

10 9 8 7 65 43 21

RNS 01843



222 EXPANSION: A CONTINENTAL NATION

ation the tensions that argse among the parts and the failure of these ties
cement to hold the nation together. '

1. Filling in the Framework: Migration Westward

While warriors and statesmen were creating a spacious frame for the Amer
republic and empire the dominant body of the American people was rapidly
panding in numbers and in Space to create a broadening, relatively contigy
continental nation, pressing to and even beyond political bordeys on the norep,

life. Thirty years from that time, visit them again; and instead of two, you will fing
in that same family twenty-two. This is what [ call the American multiplicatio
table.” Some such multiplication, even if not this exact table, was widely apparen
and he went on to imply that you would not likely find the twenty-two all in on
place because “the greater portion of this multiplying mass of humanity have thej
faces turned toward the setting sun.” (We might presume that the twenty-tw
includes several young grandchildren; not necessarily, but a dozen Pregnancies an
a dead wife would be more likely than twenty births from the same mate. )

At the beginning of the century the inland margins of White settlement could
be traced in the general form of a great wedge extending from the Genesee Country
' of western New York to the upper Ohio and closely along that river to the mouth of
the Wabash, thence back southeastwardly to central Tennessee and bending
around the Cherokee lands on south to coastal Georgia. Fifty years later settlers
had spread across the plains of southern Michigan and the hills of southern

with a broad southwestern embayment curving deeply into Texas; the Coastal
Plain from Corpus Christi on the west to the Suwanee River on the east was under
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IN THE FRAMEWORK: MIGRATION WESTWARD
Bhe vusquehanna Valley a

227
nd northwest from Pittsburgh into the
belt of expansion was very uneven and selective, reflect-
icter

Ly

of the land. It was everywhere a terrain remolded by
d characteristically patchy, with areas of swamp and

and gravel, of steepened slopes and drumlins, but also of

iraces, and, especially, gentler uplands mantled with well-
ﬁaélal drift. The dense forests of mixed hardwoods were broken

Zes by old flelds and village sites of the largely vanquished Iroquois,
was laced with streams and spotted with lakes and attractive
‘ s tended to avoid the often swampy Ontario lake plain as
‘this new region was at least equal in quality to New
f it ‘was superior to the mountainous western and northern
he gfeatest number of emigrants were drawn.
tito central New York this movement slackened; the Hol-
;

the war and depression of 1812—19 were a major inter-
Upstate New York was being formed and furnished as a

al region with a powerful new instrument for geographic
‘the Erie Canal had a strong local economic effect, and its

elled a great boom that ramified far afield. The canal
rrunk route, giving birth to a set of new towns—and allowing

161l its envisioned role. This greatly enhanced avenue of
ded by sail and steam to Cleveland and Detroit and other ports

res of Lake Erie. At the same time the natural barrier that

from ready land connection with Ohio was breached by a

across the Black Swamp, a dreaded thirty-mile-wide
e Mauriee River, the legacy of a once-larger Lake Erie. More

nature of the land between Lakes Erie and Michigan now

, along the territorial roads toward St. Joseph. Some fol-
ine around the end of Lake Michigan to the boomtown of

dging into Wisconsin. Beloit, Rockford, Moline, and Gales-
ial Yankee communities, and a New England influence was

ers beyond the area of domination, such as Peoria, Decatur,
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