PHSC Box 7, Vol. 3:14. P. Dougherty to W. Lowrie, N.D. 1838.

Report of field visited. Reached Mackinac July 7. Schoolcraft
gone, stayed with Mrs. Schoolcraft and waited. Visited Round Island.
No one lives there, is small. The hope that Indians would live there
was because an old Indian convert of considerable influence consented
to live there, he dies and hope is cut off. Island promises nothing to
induce Indians to settle. One-third of island is pebbles but could
raise crops. Would place them in direct influence of Mackinac traders,
could daily visit Mackinac for liquor.

On Ferry'’s church at Mackinac. Most members gone, those who stay
not of proper Christian character. Most inhabitants Catholics, French
Canadians and Indians or half breeds, generally inferior class. Better
part want Presbyterian minister and would contribute liberally to
support. Schoolcraft wants minister, that is why proposed Round Island
for mission could also serve Mackinac. I can’t recommend for -Indian
mission but is desirable to send a man, who would have influence on
stations in Indian country, could forward supplies to mission families.
Some many Indians visit the Island that could probably have more access
to Indians than a station in interior, come constantly and remain from
a day to a week or more. There is too much liquor there. Minister
could be indirect influence there.

Pupils at Ferry’s mission school that closed were almost all half
breed children of traders who had gone in and married in the interior.
Is the opinion of most that I conversed with that the children of mixed
blood are not the most promising individuals to educate and that
generally they are less respected by the Indians than full blooded
Indian children. Boarding schools not recommended for Indian country.

After talking to Mr. Johnston decided not to visit Manistee.
Chief of the band there had gone with deputation beyond Mississippi to
select new country if they have to remove from present location.
Johnston said that Grand Traverse Bay, in character, numbers and
freedom from Catholic influence wad most promising place for mission.
Indians are beginning to gather on that reservation, soil on bay best
in that part of Michigan. Schoolcraft also considered the most
favorable place since Indians unwilling to move to Round Island or
Manistee.

He advised me to visit village of Esquagonabe and go to Manistee
if I could. Went south with Indians from Muskegon in bark canoe.
Visited L’'Arbre Croche. Priest was at Detroit. Is large village and
Indians have made great advances in civilization compared with any
others I visited. They exhibit abundant evidence that the Indians
susceptible of improvement and have capacity for great improvement.

Principal village on Grand Traverse situated 12 miles up bay on
the north bank. Chief absent and all I could do was see situation.
Schoolcraft advised me not to say much to him but tell him was
according to build school per 1836 treaty. Thought best to make it
more independent of the will of the Indians and of any influence which
either traders or Catholics could exert against it. Mr. Ferry had been
prevented from establishing mission there through influence on some men
at Mackinac after the chief had given consent. The village was ten or
twelve bark houses. Principal man at the village said there were sixty
men but he could not tell number of women and children. I think he
reported number large. Are about 400 living on the bay in three or
four villages at different places but they are gathering on the
reservation which will bring them all within sphere of a missionary
stationed at village of Esguagonabe. Johnston says that several of the
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Indians are laying by from their yearly recelpts to purchase lands when
come 1n market. Gardens clean and well dressed. Potatoes and squash
looked fine, corn vigorous but of small growth. Good fishing in bay.
After a year or two a family could have in the settlement almost every
necessary provision except flour and pork and butter.

Twenty five miles further up the lake is a village at the mouth
of a fine stream. Not as large as the one at the bay but the
appearance of soll and village a favorable impression. Chief was
favorable on school and said they were home all the time except when
absent on hunting trips or sugar bush. The place is more easily
~accessible to vessels going up and down the lake pass directing in
sight and the water is deep so that almost any vessel could come close
to shore. Is good fishing in the lake, good site for sawmill on
stream, could benefit settlement. Stream is not deep enough for
vessels so will not be temptation for white men to occupy 1t. Site no
less desirable and more pleasant than the one on the bay. This is not
a reservation but since reserves run out in three years and after than
the Indians have no exclusive privileges on them above what they have
on other lands it is not a serious objection. There is less
probability of white men settling near this village. There are several
men at Mackinac who are talking of going in to the bay to take up land
out of reservation limits, most are men of good morals, a carpenter and
blacksmith.

Found Gareys’ government farmer at Manistee. Good people devoted
Co welfare of Indians. Place was chosen for reserve at Garey'’s
suggestion, many of the Indians were not pleased and refuse to settle
on it. Soil not very good. County well timbered with pine, and has
large lake and is navigable for almost any size vessel. Before its
selection several men settled there and built dwellings, were compelled
to leave. Garey says they are men of capital who will come back when
the reservation expires. If this is true, Indians could not long stay
1n present location. If they moved further up river they would find
much better soil and could be undisturbed for some time. When I
visited chief was in west, Indians absent in Canada. On reserve are
elght families, 9 men, 9 women, 27 children. Chief is amiable, very
desirous to have school in his village, embraces every opportunity of
learning and is adopting customs of white men. Would do all he could
to influence his people to improve could gather twelve or fifteen
children for school. If the Indians were more settled encouragement
could be afforded. Are home only small part of the year. In fall they
start south on their winter hunts, return in spring to prepare and
plant gardens. Then they go to Mackinac and sell their furs and

gardens and stay around home while they have any provisions. In August
they go to Canada to visit or get presents and usually they stay there
until after payment at Mackinac. When they return it is time to dig
potatoes and gather corn, then they prepare for winter hunt. They are
at home only short periods. They take everything with them, say they
love their children too much to leave them behind. Little or no
probably that more than one or two if any more families remove to
reservation.

Visited Ferry at Grand River. He says Grand Traverse most .
favorable and promising place for mission, but despalrs of prospects as
long as they have present relation to white people and are left to
mercy of selfish and unprincipled white men to drive them from point to

point as their interests dictate. Says everything in Indian character
promises success to missionary. ‘
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Comments: Are about 7,000 people covered by 1836 Treaty.

Settlements scattered generally small from two to three dozen families.
~Can’t expect them to concentrate, mlssionary can reach a few of themn.
All Indians are roving, are out of mission influence for part of the
year. It 1s still important to plant the seed for future generations.
Comments on planned expenses. I recommend station at Grand Traverse at
the village twenty-five miles up the lake, and that the teacher be sent
to Manistee. All depends on question of the speedy emigration of the
Indians. If they remove west at the end of three years then board

would not require expense of building. Will probably be effected by
deputation when it returns. Probability is now that they will remain
until the land co mes in market and is sold. Those points most
favorable. Schoolcraft suggests that when land comes on market the
mission society could purchase as guardians for Indians the lands they

might then occupy or any they thought proper. This could secure them a
permanent abode.
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