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Cairo. Nov. 1st ~86, 

D~ar Elisabetb 

Seated 1n the Ca1l"O Barraoks I will 

give YQU a. short detail of our tr1p Qn the ears from Col\lD1bua to CalrO. 

we left COlumbus the same day that Ima11e-d your le,tter and made a slow 

nights tril' arr1Ved 1n 01n. at abought 12 ' o.o1ock walked about :3 miles 

to the Depot of the Oh10 & Miss B.H. where we stayed until morning. 

Friday I s:pent lOOking over t'h,e t<.ueen Cttiy. There is nothing hancieou 

about tbe aity. The most that ealls a perBons attention in walk~ 

throu.gh th~ :DlaGe is the immense ... " Qf bus1ness_ on a. small area 

Of ground. The streets are' vet-y llac;rrow and crow'ded and th.e buildlngs 

t1ll,re S'O hlgb that 1 t seem$ mare like pass1ng bstllreen two '01'':1.01£ wall' 

than we.lking on the stl'eet of a l'aI'€;$ elt1. lil. le,t't this ~rowded and 

noisy: DJ,~o'at ~ oclock A.M. on t.he Qh~o & M,. B.a. and hat not got out 

of the 01 ty before our engine broke down and l.(ewSll tied about, two hours 

for another engine. Shen we sta.rted agaln and. w:ent abeu.t )0 miles wh~ 

that eng1ne ga:v-e out and we were teJee1'l €d~ far as Seymour Ohlo by the 

freight tI'sln.. "Ie there proeured another engine and went a.leng "Very 

well with the eXQept1an of being detQ1ne~ by other trains until within 

5 miles of the white r1ver and 195 miles from C1n. 

We were Just enter1ng a bridge 0ver a deep rav1ne when w~, felt a 

sud.den jar through our car and instantly the ory ran through the tra1n, 

the cars are off the traok. 

On sprlnglng to the door I fou.nd that the ttro ears 1mmed1at,ely in our 

rear had pl~d into the r.&vine an either sids of the tr,aok. With $8& 
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feel1ngs. I went bap to 'the wreQk eX'Pee.t1~ to ij$O a score of my 

()omrades mangled by the osre. Very tOJ'uU:tle.tely hQweve~ th~¥"e was only 

on(t rnanserlously 1nJure! h$ d1ed1n it :fe,W' hourIS. The boy,s were plied 

together with guns, knapsa.eks. seata and stoves but non. that were 1n$1de 

the oars were blit alightl, scratched. The traok was oleare:d and 116 agaln 

Em, the move at 9 ocloek P oM. I sleptconslderable that night and 1n th$ 

morning fOUnd tihe:t \H5 had ran o-nly 50 ml1~s when the eng!n_ea,ga1n delaye4 

until 10 0 'olli)ek fo:!' another eng1n.e. 'rtlhen a,galn life begem our prOgreset! 

toward our Eiegts It We pa.eHHtt'i throughs,ome of the, most epl@nd1d country 

yeatel"d61Y 1 ever ssw. Those rO'll.lng pralres are indetHi handsom:~ but 

1 tbink ! shoUld ohoose t1mbe,r lend to.r 8~ re$~defnce. 

We arrived at th.ia plaee at 12 o:toloek and m~..naged to geta'bout ,; hours 

Bleep la,se nlgbt and feel qUite l'e-Vlved thls mornlng.. I ~.x:pee-t We!} shall 

start dOwn the river this evening. I 1.'1111 1nf:(1)r'm you of' my-whereabouts 

as aft·er as poss1'b1e.. I sca.reely eve.!" ask to be e:x:allsed for" mald.ng 

mistakes and from pencil ma.rks but must do mo thie time. 

tv! th my best w1shes for yell doar E1.1~ao.eth r remain yOur s1noere 

and affectionate t~1end. 

Leonard 


