Gairo. Nov. 1lst 1863

Dear Elizabeth

Seated in the Calro Barracks I will
give you a short detall of our trip on the cars from Columbus to Cairo.
We left Columbus the same day that I malled your letter snd made a slow
nights trip srrived in Cin. at abought 1l2‘'o'clock walked about 3 miles
to the bepot of the Ohio & Miss H.B, where we stayed until morninge.
Friday 1 spent looking over the Queen City. There iz nothing handsome
about the city. The most that calls = persons aftention in walking
through the plaoce is the immense . of business ___ on a smell area
of ground. The strects are very narrow and crowded and the bulldings
are 0 high that it ceems more like passing between two brick wellse
then walking on the street of a large city. Ve left this crowded and
nolsy placef? at 8 oclock A.M. on the Ohio & M, H.R. eand had not got out
of the olty before our engine broke down and we walbted sbout two hours
for snother sngine, Shen we started again and went about 30 miles when
that engine gave out and we were taken &s far as Seymour Ohio by the
freight train., Ye there procured another engine and went along very
well with the exception of being detained by other trains until within
5 miles of the white river snd 195 miles from Cin.

We were Jjust entering a bridge over a deep ravine when we felt a
sudden jar through our car and instantly the ory ran through the train,
the cars are off the track.

On springing to the door I found that the two cars lmmedlately in our

rear had plunged into the ravine on either side of the track. With sad
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feslings., I went baek to the wreck expecting to mee a score of my
comrades mengled by the cars. Very fortunately however there was only
one man serlously injured he died in a few hours. The boys were plled
together wlith guns, knapsacks, sests and stoves but none that were lnside
the cars were but slightly scratched, The track wae clesared and we again
on the move =t 9 oecloeck P.M. I slept considerable tﬁat night 2nd in the
m@rning found that we had ran only 50 miles when the engineagsin delayed
until 10 o'elock for snether sngine. When zgein we began our progress
toward our Regts., We passed through some of the most splendid country
yeaterday I ever saw., Those rolling pralres are indeed handsome but
1 think I should choose timber lemd for & residence.
We arrived at this plaece at 12 o'clock and managed to get about 5 hours
sleep last night end feel quite revived this morning. I expect we shall
start down the river this evening. I will inform you of my Whereébouts
as after as possible. I searcely ever ask to be excused for making
mistakes and from peneil marks but must 40 so this time,

With my best wishes for you dear Elizabeth I remain your sincere

and affectionate friend,

Leonard



