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¥ith the upland BArd sensen of 1956 nav in the resim of Matery, many hunters

are ng having sesn and genetimes killed faxes during thelr days afield, “uneh

Are an annual agcurrence, dut have dHeen smnecially mmarsne Mring the mast

fow vhen faxee reached an all time Mgh in Miehigan, The faet that wany wer-
#nng have the sppartunity of observing faxes for the firet time, ~nge agnin
ezlls| nttention to a treudlesene preblem that hae bBeen of meh esncern to game aduints-
tra , ast enly in Wchigan tat in practionlly 211 etates vithin the red faxte vange,
iile foxes may have resched the neak in 1955, the fact remine that they are st

in sensidevndie mumbers, Soertemen, rertienisrly vheasant hnaters, arve

mach ecencerned as fo the offect the current high fax pammlation mey be

haviag en their spert, and aften vender vhy the Conserwntisn Tepartnent iz ast tating
tic and mare abviens means »f canbatting thie “mennoe, ®

wvi th

- - -

Refore we try to answer this muestian by entering inte = #senscion of cen-
2, 1t night be vorthvhiile t reviev briefly the present fax »rablem, e
whilch breught 1t adout, anl ssnething of the eavrly hietary of the fax
In ather vards, "et's laok at the recerd.®

Actanlly the fax predlen 12 net n new sne. Twen ae Par Back as 197 ped
knmwm in the state. Bela Mubbard, an early histerisa an? maturmmlist in
witing to n Triend in 1897 says, "the fax hae net Heen extirpated fren

at the time of my firet residsnce., T saw in 1530 4n the sandy land of
12 (2 miler Trem the west lindts of Detreit) severs) foxr hales, and esnld
bark of the inmates, but sly Reynard hept himeelf csncesled. ...... Vaeter
of my young neighbers, vhe showad them tn me, thinke they all tersinate in

P



ve apartment == the soelinl parler of the elan. ........ "nite recently a

established » hiding plmse unier the vertice of my heuse, frem vhence he made
ve raids to the hea-wnents.” Seunds pretty mch 1ike seme af the steries ve
s Goesn't 147 The fox'e axistonse in 1671 Sn at Yeast twn »f the senthern
e, ‘ashtsmaw snd Saginav, wne mentioned in Metariee of these twn eeunties
publighed in that year. Moay s14 settlers have wwched far the red fax’s ncemrrence
in ghigan bafors the turm »f the century.

The Conserwatian Dapartment's Mrst recerds gn Back ts the Memnial Tamert

of 1897 vhich says, "It 12 veperted ...... . that fazes nre inereceing ranidly and
that

ki1l & great sany partridge and ather geme Birds and vadMbe ............%
t reports centimie o mention their incresse, until sdemt 1075-1095 hen
t1y resched an “all time Wigh" far that verind. Tn the fallsving yeer
te d00line and by 1070 were Paparted seavce. The 1970.107 Mennta?

R

says, "Foxes are very scaree in meni 1senltties aving t» ertensive twvwning
hanting.® “einting eut the fax's walne ne o f-’hl-;, 1% Purthor edntes,
trappers andi hunters argne that the fax 4t ane of the meet fmmartant game apd

« Agitation far pretection of faxes svhen thelr far is umprine semms to be
_r'.iﬂan the munber of these anfmals centimer to Aecresse.” fan

and
Suany

g

"

it be [that we shall ever agnin have nasd far such n meamare? Ty 1977 reparts of in-

bogra to be heard, mtylﬂﬂhmul\auwnu.uqh_hm.-
cause
vhich 1t eccupies today. Just vhat this uresent high in fax pemlatinne

is dififioult to deteraine, but it doubtless remlted fywm a embl mattan of many

« Tigh oyecles in redeants and radbbhits may have eantributed ta the upsving.
Lack huating and trepping dus t» war sanditiens and ts lev fur prices may have
helped alse. And certain eyeliec phennmenn, which z=re as yet 1i1ttle unieretond, pan-

sibly & part in preseant high mmbers,



Vith the inovesse in faves, oomplaints began ta f1lter in te Tevartment
f161d headquarters that chiciene, ducks, turceys, and aven sneasfansl Iasbhe and nige
vere Welng taken, 'hen shansants and gwwuce bagn &n deciine, snd mare eemsetnlly
whea vhessant hunting was nanver than in wany years, many smartemen hecame

1lant

and demanded that immedizte actinn be inken tn alleviate the situatian, The
fact
the sape time that a mest "asterious® predater wes abundant, maturally csused mawy

t ve now had » situation in which sur sutstaniing gwe HYird wae ecaros, st

parsens to put tws and twn Segether and nisce 1l Piame uven the fax. ™e fax ean
hersb)l be given s clean slate becsnse we reengnive that 1%t dnes take 1te 411 af game
birde pt times, partionlarly during the spyring meathe wvhen 1ts fasd Zemands WAth yrung

in the den are heaviest. Ve have endeavered, hewever, ta Doint ant that 18 %2 oy
mj the seversl factors invelved in the fate of our gawe Yirds ant animels, and

ot the contrelling facter mems pesrie seam &e bellewve. Tnenertionably ve nav have
tno many foxes for the geod of everyene. Such high vavalatinne are af henefit $a

ns ond, aot even the fax hmnter, vhe camnlnine there ave es many that 12 95 fwmeneiMe

to trojok them effectively. Meresver, thin present sdundsncs has prwhabdly eentridnted

to the present lew mariket price for faxr fur. Under these sircumstances they shanld he
eon od until their nwibers resch & paint eompatidle with the Interests of the
pesplel cencerned, The guestion then srises, just haw can foxes He maet offactiwly
and sopunuionily oentrelled, .

4o ' atep In this dirwotien, In 1947 the =tate Toslsintuve aroranrin ted
mﬁwf.h‘ be ured on vintever farw of cantral the Cenmerwatien Temmisetan theusht

wauld nost effective, After coreful senesideration af a1l the facte Inwnlved, the
Commispion dectded in fawer of the preseat Trapper-Tnstructer sywten, This sysiem
suployp the services of nine trepper-instreters whe operate in avery part of the
state. Thelr priscipal duties are % meat vith farmers’ and spartsmens' greuns and




-l

&ve Lnuuﬂul in the travping of nereuding rnimale, They alen investigale Infividun)

cemplainte and instmot the ommisinents in travning se that they may de detter

to handle the trenble 1f $t egcurs in the fature. Tn extreme eanes, ar vhere
lainants are physieslly umeble te tren, the travper-instmoters Wi dn the

ng themselves. The trapper-instructer system is cansidered ssund frem the stand-
point| of good vild1ife munagement and esntrel, in that 1t tends %o eliminate these

2 aotually deing the damage. Tnrmers and epartemen having Ynca) nredater
problpas are urged te sentact the travver-immtmeter in thelyr Metriet by enlling
dﬁt&r nsarest Distriet Headquarters or the Censerwmtien OffMcer stetioned in
that

-
- -

Threngh the utilizatien of trapper-instructere many narsens have Tearned t»
trup foxes, and have learned that sutwitting "wily Teynerd® fe nat ae 21 MTemlt se 14
vas foraerly believed. In the paet fax travping hes been surrennisd with an sure of
mystety, and the old-time fox twappers vere aften lnsked un te in thelr communtties_
- of supertor povers. The fact f 4% has been auply demsmstrated that anyeme
&o—!I:ﬂhnfuiumMImoa-! takee the trwible ta stuly the ways »f

the fqx ean learn te tmp then, ‘any have done se and have gathered a tidy 11tf1e
1-]1
under presant low far values, irapning 1s net prefitadle. Yewever, » glance at the

n the yrecess. Tn recent yenrs n mmmber of tranpers have camlained that

records of meny trappers shawe that altheugh the prics af fax nelte is extremely
low asf compared with the "gnod nli days”, saveraging in fact Yess than 45,00 for a _
wl-:ldtlutm.whnmpod;mdmﬂtm“r!‘mhnill!ﬂhd
W:Ib' le market conditisns. Thio was mwade nossidle By the fact that they were ahle
ta

a easparatively large mwber of animals vhich sartially offeet the rednesd
value pf the individusl »elte. lany trovvers have token upwurds of ane hundred fares
in & siagle senson of s fow weeks, ani at an average price of §1.00 n fairly sizeadle

profit| should have been wmlized. Trom the etandipeint of man-pewer inwlved, teapring




is unfloubsedly the mont sffsctive form of control yet devised. If 1% were carried on
by

people over the entire state it could do much o reduse our surplus fox popu-
Adndthedly higher far prices might be a spur to more widespread trapydng,

the wiime of milady are egain turned to = preference for long-haired furs,
1 the men vho sontrel the fur irede find new uses for fox furs, it is oo mush

thtaﬁuuﬂimﬂllmpmohhmm.

For usny years the Conservation lepartment has advocated ani encouraged fox
not only becanse of its wlne ss 2 control measure, but also becauss 1% con
an exeiting and invigomsting off-season sport. In the past 2 or 3 years

# olubs have held organdsed drives ia which an ares of land, usually
one of mors soections, i» surrounded and driven, andi the foxes which are forced out of
the spes are shot by hunters stationed nlong the boundaries, Other versions of the
drive msthod have deen tried, Dut they are all similar in that o given plot of ground

is wo over by a comparatively large nusber of huaters. This method i3 in contrast
to that of still munting or trailing in wvhich a tmail is ploked up and followed eoither
by on saow or by using dogs under either snow or bars ground conditions. The
1atter ususlly employe fewer men and is more suscessful from the s taadpoint of man-

power involved, especially 1f well-treined fox hounds are used.
Another form of huating, though less prevelent in Michigan, is hunting vith
-Jmm.ummmwtmmmum This type of
mntigg, or chese as it i aptly termed since the victim is not usunlly killed dut
saved (to yun again, recalls the old inglish form ia which the participsnts were gatly
bedected ia red coats and other fanoy paraphemslia. To a disciple of the chase, fox
in this manner constitutes the "sport of kiangs®, and all other kiads of hunting,
::j'mmtﬁuwlm thile the chase by horses aad hounds is am
anofeft and honored sport, sad stil] hes a few devotees in Michigun, it s of 1little

uuru:nuumwmmm-mm.




8111 another kiad of humitiag 12 "Welling." For this 2 good mellow-toned
cow D41l is needsd. After a fresh treck 1 located, the hunter camying the bell
follows the track untfl the fox is either juspsd or the tracker is pretty sure that
one I3 a short dlstance ahesd. At this pelnt the dell is nusuffled and run heartily
as thq twecker follows along the trall. The fox, being possessed of overpowering
1y, usaslly psuses to find out vhat all the molse 1s sbout. In the meantime,
menber, or mewbers, of the humting,party, always located downmdnd from the
wails until the latter sliaks iafo gun range, aad then lete loose with "both
«* Stresge as this kind of hunting may seund to saay people, it acteally wverks
uader (the right weather conditions and 1f preperly handled.

Other forams of fox contrel have besn carried ocut with varylng success. One
is quutnrm‘mmumm. ¥hile this elimiunetes n pela-
tival)l large mumber of foxes before thay have any pessidle opportunity of delng hara,
it fs [Cronght with seny eomplications from the standpoint of sound control and

t. Inmnx;-tpm.umnuauwmbmmu,mmm

they are later tmpped continue to raise another litter next year. Jurthermere, since
the yopng sre removed before they ave of any velne for their fur, a waluable fur re-

iz lost. It ia from the legsl sagle that she greatest difficulty arises. lany
mm:uﬁﬂmﬁuwuhﬁmmmmupﬂuﬂ.mm

grane & may aot be dlsturbed. In many cuses it is not possidle to tell the den
of & fpx from that of the protected anfuels, and vice versu., Thue thers ie always the
danger| 88t one who dige out = fox den may vun inte troudls with the law. To prevent
this, pay perecn who is interested in digging out = fox den for the purpose of
predatpr control should firet consult his looal Conservation 0fficer or Distriet Head~
guartels iz order that 11 may flrei be definitely esteblished that the den 48
unguesblonedly oscupled by foxes and net by a protected species.

A form of contrsl which is both illegal and unwise from the »tandpeiat of
good wlldlife nanagement ie the gnssing of dens or poisoning of the occupants. This




has dons fn the pest mot ouly is Johigsn bat in many olther sbates, but has been
abundonesd Wy wildlife admiaistrators becsuse of the Lupousidility of its

velng |affectively and safely handlsd on & lavge scale withoul dsuger to other wildlife,

o peids, and S¢ 1ivestoak.

The quesilon of Lounilies les also been considersd at sowe langth, and all

the efidsnce we Mave besn alls to guther afill indicates thatl beunties as a form of

> contdel wre ineffective, wasteful, snd subject to ualisited fraud. MNeny

tles viieh formerly pald bounties have Decous convinced of their high cost and im-
veness, wad have sbolished them emtively.

48 & matter of fact, whils wean cen do meh %o vemedy the current fox probleam,
the rdal solution vill mest likely be brought sbout by nature Stself. Vhen a wildlife
speciqs stands at ite peak population it is "flirtdng with danger” teo & wasked degree.
Wiile (ve have as yet 1itile eovidence thet diseass has hel » prongunced effect on fox
populdtions 1n Wlohigen, wnditions are stlll rige for an spldemis, sad unless thess
saimals sre elialasted gradually Wy man or otherviss, the possibdlity of a
dras reduotion remains. Indeed, man’s abtespd at regaloting wildlife auwbers ave
pany contrasted with the Mghly efficient and of ten ruthless means esployed Wy

e In the meantise, the fox is stll here; thare are probebly teo many of thea
for the good of most of uws, andi we have & wildlife recource which oan aud sheuld de
ubiliged to the limit in the form of recréation turough hanting, and flnascizl gia




