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During recent years we have made various evaluations of the deeryard cut ting 
program in terms of hay equivalent in tons and in money value and in the nw:iber 
of extra deer carried by the cuttingso 

Fundament~ such evaluations have been based upon deer f eeding experiments 
and browse plot studies carried on at Cusino and supplemented by current lnformation 
gathered by the field ll'.eno 

Winter deeryar d cut tings provide cnc.•·c;h bro:we from Ute tree top~> cut down to 
ce:rry extra doer t hrough t he yarding season (90 duys) at the following rates: 

Hardwood cut tings 
Mixed timber cuttings 
Cedar S.-amp cuttings 

- 1 extra deer per acre 
... 3 extra deer per acre 
... $ extra deer per acre 

We find that the average cutting (all types) produces browse for 2o6 deer per 
acre actually cut. Actual cutting is done on 13 acres per forty under parmi t. Thus 
each forty acre deeryard. cutting provides browse for 33o4 extra deer that the area 
could not support during the winter without ·tJle cutting.. In view of the fact that 
occasional cuttings are not used by deer and some not fully utilized it has been 
estimated that deer do actually eat 75 per cent of the browse from the tops. There­
fore, tbe cuttings actually carry 2$ extra deer per forty" of deeryard cuttingo 

Furthermore, the sprouts and reproduction following the cutting (which after all 
is the goal in deeryard management) is more important· and productive deer food for 
~everal years than the cutting i tselt. Similar calculations show that the regrowth 
will provide browr:Je for at least three times as many deer as do the tops or 100 extra 
deer per forty acreso Here again not all of the regrowth is utilized and our beat esti"'~' 
iiiiif.i is that perhaps only $0 per cent is actually utilized which means that 50 deer 
per forty are carried by the regrowtho 

The table below shows the very significant number of extra deer that our deeryard 
cutting program has provided for, based on 7$ per cent utilization ot the tops and 50 
per cent utilization of the regrowtho 

Extra Deer 
Year Acres Forties Tops Regrowth Total 

1952 23,680 574 14,3$0 28,700 43,050 
1953 22,040 542 l3,5SO 27,100 40,650 
19$4 38, 430 9W 24,000 48,ooo 12,000 
19$$ 47,5$$ 1,189 29,72$ $9,450 89,17$ 
19$6 $1, 948 1,299 32,47$ 64,9$0 97,42$ 

Income from Deeryard Cuttinss 

The oncy practical way ot arriving at the receipts from winter cuttings in or 
within one mile of deeryards at this time is to figure the average incone ot all 
permita on a fiscal year basiso 



During four previous years 6, 734 permits were issued.. The receipts for the 
same period totaled $1,2791 240. This averages about $190 per permit. 

In 1955 permita !or deeryard cuttings covered a total of 47,355 acreso Using 
the two previous years• average of 46 acres per permit we arrive at 986 permitso 
At $190 income per permit this equals $187,340 realized from the deeryard cuttingso 

Likewise in 1956 permits were issued for deeryard cuttings on 51,948 acres 
and this amount would indicate a return or $205,580o 

!!g :Equivalent ot Dee:cyard Cuttings 

From detailed calculations we have determined that deeryard cutt:ings on the 
average produce deer food from the tops and subsequent regrowth that is equivalent 
to )0.2 tons or hq for each "forty" under cutting permito 

1953 dee;rard cuttings ~ 22,040 a. or 551 forties 

551 forties ~ )Oo2 tons = 16,640 tons @ $50 = $8)21 000 

1954 deeryard cut tinge - 38 ,4)0 ao or 960 forties 

960 forties @ )Oo2 tone = 29,376 .. 6 tons @ $50 = $1,468,830 

1955 dee;rard cuttings - 47,555 ao or 1,189 forties 

11189 forties @ 30o2 tons =- 35,908 tona @ $50 : $11 795,400 

1956 dee;rard cuttings - 51,948 ao or 1,299 forties 

11 299 forties @ 30o2 tans e 391 2)0 tons ~ $50 : $1,961,500 

Dee!lard Cuttings - 1955-?6 

(Gross acreage ot land descriptions cut in or within one mile of deeryards.) 
Mq 21, 1956 
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