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October S. 1949 

TO: H. D.[ llnbl., Chi of, Clemo Dhi Ilion 

FROlH F. I • Stuewer. Game B1oloe1et, Gm:te D1rte1on 

SUBJECT: t-teeting at Xello~ ll'nm concern1ne: eoose hunter s1 tuat1on 

I 
I attended a meetine at the KeUoeg Th.rm on September 'Zl. called b7 

Mr. Me~ vho asked that aomoone from the Game Division attend. Aleo iDYited 
and ln a\tendance vere a s~. l.foon of the .Battle Creek post of the State Pollee, 
a represen1tat1n of tho Kalamazoo Count7 Sheriffs office. Consenation Offt.cer Weaver. 
Dr. Stae'blpr lfho 1• ln charr,o of the .anctua17 and Bill i'iaher, who 11 the 
farm ~er. · 

I 
['the meetine va.e called to diftcusa the d.Uf1cul t a1-tuatl~n Yhich 

ari!lee en.ch 7ear as a roeul t of the behaviour of goose hunters, prlmn.rll7 . 
along the lroada border!~ the sanctuary. McCrary and Staobler had acted upon 

I 
your rrue..~stlon tha.t thay attempt to work out a aolut1on to the problen Ylth 

I 

the fal'tlOrs. 
I 
McCra17 eta.rted out by rending a copy of a letter wr1 tten by hlm laat 

feU to Dean AnthoJl1' ot H. s. C. As he put 1 t, the lot ter vat to place himself 
on record ~· to the u:nhappy a1 tuation which deTelops there each fall. H1a 
letter resulted ln tho meeting last winter in M. S.C. Preaident Bannab 1a office 
which you at tended. 

It 1eema that the fairly lurge kill of geese do'ea not ~Ye the 
aanctuary people cause for concern. 'lhe kill ~ reach 1 1 500 ln acme yeare, 
but with 4o,ooo to 60,000 pa.aslug through the area each fall. euch a kill doea 
not teem j xce1sive to them. 

Trouble devolops because hundreda ot banters concentrate elone roada. 
Even thouah moat riJa.Y be huntlne lecally, having secured permission from the 
farmers on Whose land& the hi~ rleht-o'f-li'Bl'8 lle, the COJll:OStion and re­
sul tine d4neer to tra:f'fic. school busea, school chUdren walklne. and othera 
1a an ann~ headache. 

' 
Aaault cases have occurred. J.leCrnry vas put into hia car at the 

point of a ltUil last 183r. Teleph-:>ne vires ~"l.Ve been shot ava;r several tlmee. 
I 

!The fa1'11lors are in no mood to prohibit lmnt1ng. They- collect SOl . 
per blll1te~ for perm1as1on to btmt on their lud and the income amounta to aa 
DUCh aa $1,000 to $1,.500 to one man an4 lener, but aubatantial, auma to otbera. 
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I .. IT't.. 
:Bd9fiy here is ~·hat Hcl.lmry nnd Stl'lebler ha:~e (lone. .a.ney haft 

~roue}lt the fe:nAera i nto t~erea:mmt to handle their huntine privilege• un-
1:toml.;r. r .i.ley wlll e.l.lc.v hunters on their land bu t not M.ead of a line approx­
imately 40 rods oaek fro!:'. t.h~ road. T!ds vil1 mean that road hunters vUl 
be treupas~1ng without quust~on. Stneolor ls furn1~h1ne the slenw and 1~ 
goine to poet them t o cstabl1eh tha forwa.:rd l ine of the area open to hunting 
on each farm. 

t-;1\h 11ueh plan' ru:~do. McCrary want ed to le<>.rn more omctly vhs.t 
authorl ty !)tn.te Poli ces shorif:f' '• 'l.ten und conservation of'f1cera have tn appre­
hending trcspnsaer!J a.:nd. t o learn vh..'lt bel p t hey could expect from them in con­
trolling tbe hunt ers . Ill vlll tO'llfc.rd the Kello~ Farm and Sanctun.ey people. 
becauso the attraction ~urniahed by ~~eir eaese causes the troUble. is the main 
reason McCrar.r has taken the i nitiative in t rying to brine about moro order to 
the hunting a.nd among the hunters. 

~t. Moore of the State Pol1ce and the aneriff1a repreoantative 
committed ~hemoelvos t c. help to tho ext.ont l)ossi blo in cons1(1erntion of other 
demanC.s upon them. Their help wU l connist mainly in patrollille the a.reo. with 
off'iclal. ~ars. McC~ strongly feel s t hat the o.f'fect of tho presonce of tueb 
official caro on t he hm1ters wil l be considerabl e. Nei ther of these civU 
officers were sure of the attitt\d.e of the :prosoeutine attorne;y in handling 
tre apaoe cases. 

~onsorya.t1on Officer tleo.ver point ed out his rea:pona1bilit1ee 1n 
o:U"orci~ ~onuenra.tion lave but empha.•ized that h e had no authority ln appro­
h~nd1ng t reapP..osers. 

At my &'1.1€D'ation McCrary and Staebler will cont A-ct the prooecutor 
to learn hi e ~ttltude on traspass and also t o hear his opinion as to whether 
hunter3 slo:1e t he r oad \1111 bo tx•t:spassine or not, i n view of per4lise1on being 
e 1ven by t~e fanners t o hunt only up to a l ine 40 rods back from the road. Sgt. 
Moore hnd r a i sed this latter quootion. Thio point se~ms t o me to be the venk 
s:pot in their plan. I f banters "got ava.;y" wit h road h'Ulltillg once or tvic0. 
their line a.vay from the road w1ll mean nothing. 

I aleo • ueROs t ad a. t!cbt system of permits a1m1lar to Wm. Plan 
t icke t s, bltt t he;y tho'Ut)lt it t oo late t o work it out for this fe:lr. 

McCrar;y e xpec ted no special mlp f rom the Game Diviuilln. but wanted ue 
~o bo ! 'Ul.ly i n1'omed a.bout the at t uat1on and t hei r plana to improve the 11 tuati on. 

I men t ioned nult iflora rose hedgaa as a possibility for holping to 
control hunt orn nlong ~;ho r oado in t he r uture and educational posten which 
might hel p t o influenco hunt e r&. Thsy ma.y t ry both i <lea.s in tl.nother year. 

Cop i ed - Oeme Divisi on 
10/lJ/49 


