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October 5, 1949

TO: H. D. Ruhl, Chief, Game Division
FROM: 7. W. Stuewer, Game Blologlst, Game Division

SUBJECT: Meeting at Kellogz Farm concerning goose hunter situation

I attended a meeting at the Kelloggz Ferm on September 27, called by
Hr. McCrary who asked that someons from the Geme Division attend. Also invited
and in attendance were a Sgt. Moore of the Battls Creek post of the State Police,
a representative of the Kalamazoo County Sheriffs office, Comservation Officer Weaver,
Dr, Staedblor who is in charge of the sanctuary and Bill Fisher, who is the
farm mansger.

The meeting was called to discuss the difficult situation which
arises sach year aa a result of the behaviour of goose hunters, primarily .
along the roads borderinz the samctuary. MeCrary and Stasbler had acted upon
your sugeestion that thoy attempt to work out a selution to the problem with
the farmers.

McCrary started out by reading a copy of a letter writien by him last
fall to Doan Anthony of M.85.C. As he put 1%, the leotter was to place himself
on record as to the unhappy situation which develops there each fall. Eias
letter resulted in the mesting last winter in M.5.C. President Hannah's office
which you attended.

It seoms that the fairly large kill of geese does not give the
sanctuary people cause for concern. The kill may reach 1,500 in some years,
bdbut with 40,000 to 60,000 passing through the area each fall, such a kill does
not seem excessive to them.

Trouble develops because hundreds of hunters concentrate along roads.
Even thoush most may be hunting legally, having secured permission from the
farmers on vhose lands the highway right-of-ways lle, the congestion and re-
sulting danger to traffic, school buses, school children walking, and others
is an ammal headache.

Assult cages have occurred. McCrary was put into his car at the
point of a gun last year. Telephone wires have been shot avay several times.

The farmers are in no mood to prohibit Inting. They collect 50¢
per hunter for permiesion to hunt on their land and the income amounts to as
much as $1,000 to $1,500 to one man and lesser, but substantial, sums to others.



Briefly here is what McCrary and Staebler have done. They have
Lb::ﬂr:mgh':. the farmmers into sgreement to handle their hunting privileges un-
iformly. They will allow hunters on thelr land but not shead of a line approxz~
imately 40 rods back from %hae road. This will mean that road hunters will
be traspassing without quustion, Staedbler is furnishing the signs and is
going to poet them to establish ths forward line of the area open to hunting
on each farm.
| With such plans made, Mclrary wanted to learn more exactly what
authority State Police, sheriff's men snd conservation officers have in appre-
hendin{* trespassers and to learn what help they could expect from them in con-
trollinp the hunters. 111 will toward the Esllogg Farm and Sanctuary people,
because the attraction furnished by their geese causes the troudle, is the main
reagon McCrary has talken the initiative in trylng to bring aboui more order to
the nting and awong the hunters.

Sgt. Moore of the State Police and the sheriffis representative
comni tted themselves to help to the extent possible in consideration of other
demands upon them. Thedr help will consist malnly in patrolling the area with
official qars. McCrary strongly feels that the effect of the presance of such

f£ficiel cars on the humters will be consideradle. Nelther of these civil
officers wore sure of the attitude of the proseccuting attorney in handling
treapass caees.

Congservation Officer Weaver pointed out his responsibilities in
enforcing conservation laws but emphasized that he had no authority in appre-
hending treepassers.

At my suggestion MeCrary and Stasbler will contact the prosecubter
to learn his attitudes on trespass and also to hear his opinion as to vhather
hunters along the rcad will be trespassing or not, in view of peralssion being
given by the farmers to hunt only up to a line 40 rods back from the road. Sgt.
Hoora hrd raised this latier question. This point seems to we to be the weak
tpot in their plan. If hunters "get away®™ with road hunting once or twice,
‘their line away from the road will mean nothing.

I also suggested a ticlket system of permits similar to Wm. Plan
|t:|.cknt9 but they thought it too late to work it out for this year,

: McCrary expected no special Islp from the Game Division, but wanted us
%o be fully informed about the situation ard their plans to improve the sitmation.

| I mentioned nultiflera rose hedges as a possibility for helping to
control hunters along She roads in the future and educatiomal posters which
F.tght help to influencs huntere. They may try both ideas im another year.
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