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Comwents on 1950-31 Kill Flgureo

The followlng comments, prepared by the technieal staff of the Came Divi-
sion, are offered regarding the 1950-51 computed kill Yy hunters »nd trap-
pers. e know that the figures given nre not absolute, but we believe

that for the more abundant @pscles they show trends with satisfactory ac-
curacy. In the case of less npumerous species, or less sought-after species,
accuracy goes down, rnf ofher factors such ~8 economlo conditions apd fur
values enter in more strongly. Weather confltions rnd variations in open-
ing times (hour, date, =nd day of week) also may have consideradle effect.
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(See Dlouch's mero of Aonril 25, 1951, to regional «nd dlstrict game men).

Rulffed Grouse

There was a 17.7 per ceni decresse in the 1950 computed 11 of ruffed
grouts, comnred with 1949--72.2 per ceat in the upper peninsula end 5.5
ner cont in the lower peninmla. In the uoner peninsula thera were 12
per cant Tewer hunters =nl the =yerage kill ver hunter wrs lower, indie
caling that hunging success was pooror. In the lovrer peninsula, there
were 8 per cent fewsr hunters but the kill per hunter was batter than
the previous yesr, therefors 1t does not ~upear likely that hunting suc-
Gesd wWhi poorer.

The drop in tho computed kill figures nzrees with the cooperators' hunt-
ing Success dsta of birdse shot (b-sed on tore than 3,000 gun houra), but
birds flushed per gun hour wes higher inm 1950, ix boih peninsulas. From
this laformetion, 1t thus a.uears that for some renson birds were more
difficult to bag in 1950. These hunting records may not be 2 feir sample
of conditlons throughout the grouse range, however, anl since Lhey were
mede by sonevilal better-than-sveraze grouse hunters, may be representstive
enly of the better grouse range.

Helther sunmer brood counts, nor age »nd sex ratios of birde shot (see
Report 1109) show a significent difference in the 1950 se~son in either
Reglon I or Reglon 1II, compared with lzst year, so we muat conclude that
elther the breeding stock was "down® last spring in certaln aress of the
atate, or that umsual conditiona prevalled which prevented bunters from
bagging as meny birds.

Last summer we predicted that the grouse population would be about the same
as 1% vas in 1549, based msinly on July frequancy counts. In Auguet, 1940,
however, both reglons shoved a drop in comparison with the provious August
filgures, viore mariced in Reglon II1-- a2 eituation not at &ll consiatent with
the computed kill figures.

Sunnazry

Al)l indicnatinne considered, 1t spnesrs ocnite probable that the 1950 grouse
population was "down" somewhat in the upper peninsula, thoush mmt as much
28 the computed ki1l figures indicate. The re-sone for this dron canmot

ba nscertained, except that it was not due to poor brecding success. Though
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1t seens n Little early, the possibllity that the cycle L8 starting the
expectod dowmnward swing should not be averlooked.

In the lower peninunla, the pooul-tlon w2z still holding up well--prob-
ably sligzhtly better, on the whole, than the previous year.

sharptails and Frairie Chickens

Pa aula

The 1950 eomputed kill of prairie chickens and sharptails in the usper
peninsula showed an insignificant decrease of adbout 1 per ceat from the
1949 fimre. There was a 5 per cent Aecrenrse 1n the mumber of prairie
grouse hunters nnd an incresse in the reported kill ner hunter from 2.8
in 1949 to 2.9 in 1950.

Data on prairie chickens and sherptails shot per gun hrur, fror- conpera-
tors' hunting success data, agrees ith the computed ki1l figures, for
there was very little differonce in the past two years. Blrds %
per gan hour, however, showed a 28 per cent degrenseg in 195C which can
not be reconciled with any of the other population indices. The high
success (in birds flushed) in 1949 secms out-of-line with the other years,
as shown below:

1946 ...... 1.64 birds flushed per gun hour
1?‘? taeises 2.71 " @ L] fi n
1968 ...... 3.98 *® i noon n
1909 sieven 632 ¢ a non n
1950 <evsss 4.37 ° " s m

A poselble explanstion may be that in 1949 the sharpiails secmed to have
flocked up earlier than usual and that a relatively few hunters who hap-
pened to see large flocks Increased this nverage considerably.

Last spring's dancing ground census showed about 30 per cent incresse over
the previous year, lnst fall's age ratio was much better than average, and
there was no significant difference in sex ratios from previcus years. In
addition, the consensus expressed by the district game supervisors 1s that
sharptalls were more abundant in the fall of 1950. Plost of the evidence,
therefore, shows the 1950 populstion to be at least as good as it was in
1949, very likely somewhat better, for ths upver peminsula. The prairie
chicken population 1s imsignificant by compsriscn with sharptails and

very Tew were shot.

lower Peninsuls

Only four ecountlies and Beaver Island were opemed to teking prairie chiclens
in the lover peninsula. Due to the relatively low mumbers shot the com-
puted kill figures are not reliable and are in no way corparable to any
previsus dats for showing trends. It is knmown that less than 50 sharptails
were shot on Beaver Island =and probadly not more than 250 sharptails and
pralrie chickens combined on the malnl=nd, though only a very few prairie
chickens wers rctually kmown to have been talken.

Singe there.wn® no open season the ovrevious yenr, the kill records camuot
ba compared, but other inventories show a good increase in the population
of both species in 1950.
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Statistics from waterfowl hunter reports for 1950 compared to 1949 indi-
cate e varked drop (20 per ceut) in huntlug pressure snd slso 2 mariced
decrense Lin the k111 of dnclw (39 per cent), coois (52 per cent) aumd geese
(50 per cant). Tha average honter mticcess dronped 8.5 por cent.

CRART I

120 ﬂﬂﬁiﬂ
Small game licenses sold &%ﬁl 820,192 down
Computed duck Imnters 106, 050 71,11 down 33%
Computed ducle k11l 625, 348 383, oo down 397
Computed duck kill per hunter 5.9 5.4 down 8. 5%
Computed coot hunters 19,182 10,088 down 475
Computed coot ldll 90, 707 L3, 34 down 5273
Computed k111 per hunter L7 k.3 down 8. 5%
Computed goose hunters 22,642 14,253 down 377
Computed goose kill 48, 71l 24, b87 down 50%
Computed gooms ¥ill per hunter 2,2 1.7 dovn 22.7%

CHART IT
1950 %gég 10 Year Aversze

Gomputed dnck hanters 71,111 » 933 77
Computed duclk kill 38k, 500 507,141 439, 513
Jomuted kill per hunter s.b 5.16 6.3
Computed coot hunters 10,088 17,037 14,270
Computed coot ki1l 43,349 89,751 74,217
Computed =ovia Jcilled per huater &.3 5.27 5.2
Computed goose hunters 14,253 9,598 6,256
Computed giove kill 2L, 183 16,019 12,094
Computed goose kill per lmnter 1.7 1.67 1.9

It has been suggested that the 1949 filgures are for some rermson higher
thav thay should be, and that the decreases in 1950 are more apparent
then actual. Chart 2 chows that the 19350 computstions sre mot far out
of line when compsared to 1948 figures, or with lO-year aversges. To
sntiafactory explanation ha® been offered as to why 1940 figurss might
ba inflated, however. Maybe they aren's.

The 1950 btag of wondcock wns not up to the record seassn of 1949. It

was hardly to be expected that the phenomensl succ@es of 1949 would be
repeated in 1950. The 1950 bag of 68, 500 represented a decresse of about
25 per cent from the previnus year. However, 1% is oxpected from past ex-
perience that the Michigan totsl will still top that of any cther state
by a sizeable margln.

The fluctuation in numbers of woodcock from yesr to yerr 18 normal but
does nnt seen to follow any definite pattern. Apparently, losses in the
gouthern wintering grounds pley sn imortant part in next year's woodcock
produstion. Variations in migration dates (and possitly routes) producs
differences in local occurrences.
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Waterfowl :
Stntliatlion from waterfowl lmnter revorts for 1950 compared to 1949 fndi-
ente 2 varked drop (30 per cent) in huntlng pressure and elso a2 marked
denrezsa in the Kill of dugks (39 per cent), coots (52 per cent) and gesse
(50 per cont). The avarsge mnter avceeas dropped 8.5 per cent.

OHART I

' 2230 JLE!!!?
Small game licennes sold &iﬁ 620,192 down 1
Computed duck Imnters ' 106, 090 71,111 down 33%
Computed duck ki1l 625, 348 283, K00 down 397
Oomputed dusk i1l per hunter 5.9 5.4 down B. 58
Computed coot hunters 19,182 10, 088 down 477
Computed coot idll 90, 707 43,349 down §27
Computed K1l per hunter 4.7 b3 down 8.5%
Computed goose hunters 22,642 14,253 down 375
Comuted goose kill 48, 71b 24,483 down 507%
Computed goose X111l ver hunter 2,2 W J dovn 22.7%

CHART II
1950 ?%% Yenr | &

Computed duck bunters 71,111 833 77
Computed ducic kill 384, 500 Lo7, 141 489,513
Jomuted kill per hunter 5.4 5.16 6.3
Computed coot hunters 10,008 17,037 14,270
Computed coot k11 43,349 89,751 74,217
Computed couis killed per hunter 4.3 5.27 5.2
Computed goose hunters 14,253 9,598 6,256
Computed grose kill 24,483 16,019 12,094
Compl.ltd. goose ki1l per mnter 1-7 1!67 109

It has been enggested that the 1949 figures are for some re~son higher
than they should be, and thet the decreases in 1950 are more apparent
than actual. Chart 2 shows that the 1950 comput~tions are mot far ont
of 1line when compered to 19U8 figures, or with 10-year averages. To
setisf~ctory explanation has been offered =s to why 1949 figures might
be inflated, however. Maybs thay aren't.

Woodcock
The 1950 bag of woodcock was not up to the record season of 1949, It
wns hardly to be expected that the phemomensl succéss of 1940 would be
repeated in 1950. The 1950 bag of 68, 500 represented & decresse of about
25 per cont from the previnue year. However, it im expected from past ex-
perlence that the Michigm total will s¢ill top tha of any other state
Uy a2 sizeabls margin.

The fluctuation in numbers of woodcock from yesr to year 18 normsl but
does not sean to follow any definite patierm. Apparently, losses 1ln the
southern wintoring grounis pley an imortant part in next year's wrollcock
production. Varlations in migrntion dates (2nd possibly routes) produce
differences in local occurrences.
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Michigan u coopernting with the U. S. Pigh nnd VAdd1ife Service iu a
sprios woolicock census study 1n the northesstern stntes. Such ~ swrvey
eliould give sone indiention of the fall population hanters my expect.

Lettaniall Nabeite
he tobal computed rill decllined 9 ner ceat: from 1,970,000 in 1949 to
1,797,000 in 1950, amd the total computed nunber of rabblt hunters de~
clined 9 per cent: from 351,600 in 1949 to 318,200 in 1950. Funter suc-
ceus reonined at 5.6 rabbits per rabblt hunter during both years.

There wauv a not=ble lncrease 1n the K11l in Oseceols, Clare, Gladwin, Arenac,
iosco, Alcoma, and Alpena counties. In Iosco Oounty, the'lcill juwmped over
100 per cent from 1949 to 1950. In that same area, lHidland and Isabella
countles nroduced over 100 per cent rore rabblts in 1950 than in the pre-
vious yerr.

The southwestern counties—-ususlly our best rabbit area~-produced fewer
rebbits this year ae well as p lower Nunter suocess ratio.

The esstern portion of the old ®lake bed" solls area—Lenawes, Monroe,
Wayne, Osekland, Hacomb, St. Clair, and Sanllse countles produced fewer
rabblts but the hunter success in terms of rabbits per rabbit hunter
inorensed or remsined constant compared to 1949. The mmber of computed
rabblt hunters declined in this ares.

The Nose Laire Wildlife Zxperiment Statlon rabblt season was similer in
most respects to that of moet of the southern part of the lower penlnsuls.
On the station the kL1l declined 6 per cent from 1949 while the hunting
pressure doclined 9 pexr cent from the previous yesr.

At the Swan Creek Wildlife Experiment St~tlon hunting pressure droupad
18 per cent &8 indicated by a reduction in the mumber of pernits 1ssued.
However, the cottontsil rabbit trole was aproxinmately the s-me a&s in
1949 (23 in 19%9 and 26 in 1950). Hunter success incre-sed markedly in
1950 (2.7 hours of hunting per rabbit im 1950, 6.3 hours of hunting per
rabbit in 1949). Trapping results on the st~tion area shaw that reduld
mumbars heve becn inereasing.

=

Spowshioe Hares

The snowshoe hare ki)l declined 32 per cent from 1049 to 1950; 69, 500
smowshoe hare hunters took 336,000 hares in 1950, compared to a Jdll of
499, 500 by B6,900 hunters in 1949. The decline in the tnke wns aconm-
panled by a 20 per cent drop in the computed mumber of hare hunters and
2 16 per cent drop in hantcr success me~sured in mmbers of hares killed
per hare hunter.

Only two countles (lmoet ~nd Antrim) showed an incremse inm here kill over
1949 while four counties (Alger, Delta, Leelanan, =nd Kslkaske) recorded
an approximately similar tnke both years. The remaining counties showed
a d@ofindl te decline in the I1ll. Hunter success declinsd in most countles.
Cnly Gogeble, Delts, Schooleraft, fmmet, Cceana, Kent, Leelanaun, Alpena,
andl Arenac countlies shoved an incresse for anmual hunter success in 1950
n® compared to 1949. Eill records indicate that we should expect the
perk in the snowshoe hare cycle to fall between 1949 and 1952. It may

be Lnat the 1949 senson wae the crest and that the declins will ccowr
during the next fow years. However, recent reports from the fleld inpdi-
cate that snowshoe numbers are high and that 1t would bes advisable te
increase the length of the sesson in Zome 2 in order to h-rvest the
anmal surplus.
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It h=e been found that oyeclle gre spetics nre not nidvarsely nffeoted by
hunting wressure even Auring "lows," »nd thet continned liberal open Ben-—
son® do pab sffect Lhe r-te of recovery nor winlnmize the followlnz crest.
The Grme Divislon krs recorwmended and Yelieves Lhnt s rore 1iveral senson
in Cona 2 1 warranted.

¥oodehucks

The 1950 w-odchuck 1411 of 6,400 wne 26 per cent below that of 1949. Since
1942, compused kill fipurss have alnwn the sverage take to be ~bout 8,900
woodehuoks anmally, Funting oressure over the st-te »3 a vhole dropped
21 per cent, corpared to 1GLO,

Upper Peninsule woodchuclk hunter mumbers dropped 24 per ceat; however, the
k1li for the zone declinod only 20 par aanb. i

Zone 2 hunters reporting on wondehucks killed showved sn incrense of 29
per cent anl the K11 incressed 36 per cent.

In Zone 3--uwnally the heaviest woodchuek producing area--29 per cent
feer woolchugk hunters tonk 40 per cent fewer 'chucks compared to 1949,

The unusually severas 'lovember wenther nay have gaunsged sarly hilbernation
in Zome 3, hance, a dacrense in the 1950 ll.

Fox Stuirrels

Fox squirrel !mnters enjoyed ahout the same supcess in terms of fox 8guET~
rels taken per scuirrel hunter in 1950 as in 1949.

The computed: uamber of fox squirrels drovped 9 per cent in 1990 (177,700
in 1949 to 161,500 im 1950). The state-vide fox squirrel iflled dronped
a corresponiing 9 ner cent (600,600 in 1949 to 459,200 in 1950).

The most notable factor of the sesson was the 40 per cent drop in the
Zone 2 ill. Although it was nccormpanied by a 28 ser cent drop in hunt-
ing pressure, the indlvidual success dromped 20 per cent.

Ropeated late spring frosts in the northern part of the lower Peninsula
have resultsd in a mnst shortose for tuo years., The resulting food short-
ages are orobably reflected in the decreased kill.

In Zona J--the henviest fox scuirrel producing area-—hunter succets im~
proved elightly. Squirrel hunters in this area declined 7 per cent,
while the Ikill was only S per cent below the 1949 level.

Racent reports indicate that fox squirrel numbere contimue good through
most Of Zone 30

A COMPARISON CF THE 1949 AND 1950 MICHICAN FOX SQUIRREL KILL

Computed Fox Sgulrrel Computed Fox Squirrel Hunter Succcss Fox
Hmters K11l Squirrel taken per

wone 2

. Zone 3

‘Total
State

R (- g%;m hunter
1949 1950 Changs 1949 1950 e 199 1950

=
19, 13,800 -28% 69,100 41,200 W07 3.6 3.0 -20%
1%!%3 1‘*7-700 o ﬁ 600-600 Ségom “ﬁ 3'8 3'9 ,CZ*
o

177,700 161,500 - 9% 669,700 610,400 - 9% 7.8 3.8
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A COVPATSON OF THE 1060 & 1950 MNICHICAW GRAY SOUIRAML XILL
Huater Sugcoesa Gray
Compubed Gray Sgulrrel Comjuted Gray Squirrel Sendrrel talvan wer
asers Kill ooy sguirrel hinter
1949 1950  Per cemt 1949 1950 Per cent 1049 1950  Per cent
Chrnze Chonge Changs
Zone 2 6,600 L, 700 ~29% 19,400 11,100 3% 2.9 2. 273
Zone 3 18,900 15,100 -203 49,600 40,600 <185 2.6 = £ 4t
Total 25,500 19,800 -225 67,000 51,800 257 2.7 2.6 - b

State
Delta County figures are not included in this table.

The 1950 Zone 2 gray soulrrel teke was 4O per cent that of 1949, Repeated
late syring frosts in this sres resulte” in a nmust shortage in 1949 mmd
1950. The resuliing fnod shortages nre probably reflected in the desreased
kil1.

In Zene J gray scuirrel munters enjayed m slightly better individusal suc-
ceas 1n 1950 than In 1949.

AL the present tire, gray soulrrel murbers nre senerslly considered to be
elightly below normal in tha northerm nart of Hezlon 3 an'! throughout rost
of Region 2 dun ¢~ the recent food shortsges.

faccoons
Despite indlcatlons from renorts of field men, highwey Klls, general ob-
servations, mnd opinions of interested sportsmen thal raccoons were At
least ag plentiful in 1950 as for-several preceding years, the 1950 com-
puted hunter kl1ll dropped 12 per cent from 1949, The toke remained the
same in the unper peninsula, dropped about 16 per cent ia Zone 2 and not
qui s 12 per cent in Zone 3.

Hunter success went up = 0it in the usper peninsuls, remained the fame
(2.3 raccoons per tmater) in Zone 2, and went down from 4.7 to 4.2 in
Zone 3. Zone 3 1s the impertant raccoon range.

Fewar raccoons were reported trajped in 1950 than in any year since 1942.
Only 6,669 vere taken compared %o a previou® l0-year computed average kill
by trappers of 10,041. The best yesr durlng this perlod was 1943 with

15, 5594 anirmmls tranped. There was a drop from 13,7332 in 1948 to B,347 in
%9'49 or 45 per cent. Thes 1950 take was §,669 --a decrcase from 1549 of

0 per cent.

Vith the nrices of rzccoon pelts up about twlce over thnse preveiling for
several yenrs, trapnere were welcomlig raccoon cotches more than for some
time past.

The percentage of predatory animal dennye complainte in which raccoons
were Lovolved remalned nractically the same as in 1949 (52 per cent as
agalnst 53 1n 1949). The mumber of raccoon complaints dropped from 262
m 1?0.

In both 1949 =nd 1950 cold temperatures and snow caused early denning and
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Little notivity on the nart of reccoons during moat of ths trapplng season
in the immppriant raccosn rroge of Reglon III.

In 1950 the weather diurins the Muating fesson probebly eut tha effectlive
hunting nerled to nhout the firet 10 Aays or two woeks. There was little
setivity on the part of racocond or hunters after the snow stormes and cold
begtnning tovember 25, Jith the very similar weather situation which oo~
curred in 1949, if racecon mmmbers were about the same it seems there should
have been no slznificant drop in kill in 1950 hecauss of bad weather.

In some instances our information on numbers of a species lags dehind the
petual aituntlon. It 19 entirely possible (but we have no evidence) that
dlse-ge or uwnkmown gausce hed sroduced a decline in racconn numdbers Wy
the timne of the 1950 huntliaz semson.

Opossums

Mk

In the Game Division memorandum to the Director in the spring of 1950 1t
was stated thet In view of the rather mlld vinter experienced in 194950,
it wonld not be surprising if the kill in 1950 showed ancther incrsase.
The computed opossum statistics show an increase in the hunter kill (9
per cent), tut a drop in the trke by traphers (26 per cent) nut the aver-
2ll ki1l only 3 per cent abdove that in 19359-

The 1950 computed take by hunters was U1 217 as against 37,741 in 1040,
It was double the kill of 1948. The number of hunters talking opossuns
vant up from 12,661 to 15,761 eo thet the idll per hunter went down.-
fmm 3.0 to 2.6.

Trappers took 6,169 ss esgainet 8,269 in 1949, Trapper numbers dronped
off 17 per cent last fall.

For o species that 18 umprotected and sc little sought after 28 the ocpos-
sum it seems that the total kill rather than the kill ver hunter is more
sigmificant. Opossum hider were still worth no more than 50¢ ench.

The westher was not favorsble for a high taice of opossume by trappers.

The 1950 computed mink kill hy hunters was 6,000, considerably below the
averaga anmnl toke of 10,000. The mumber of mink hunters dropped 26 per
cent with a 2L per cent drop in the tnke compared to 19U9.

Thirty-three ner cent fewer ummer peninsuls lmnters took 56 per cent fewer
minkt and Zome 2 duplicated this with 36 per cent fewer hunters ~nd 57 per
cent fewer amimal® talcen.

Individusl success of Zone 3 hunters was detter than last year with 24 per
cent fewer hunters taking only 15 ver cent fewer mink. Generslly, the num-
ber of mink tolken by hunters seams to fluctuate directly with the number
of persons hnting then,

The 12,000 rin: taken by mink trappers was the lowest on record nnd there
1e a demend from some persons ond groups to close the sevson on these ani-
mals. The irke h=a dronped stesdily from = high of 33,400 in 1044,

In the upper peninsuls, 1 per cent fewer trappers tnok 5 ner cent fever
mipic than in 19%9. The situntlon w-3 about the same in the lover -enln-
sula except that the decline in both muwbder of trappers and take was pro-
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portlonately lavger. I Zomes 2 ani 7, trapping pressuve daclised ¢ and
28 par cent respectively while the take in these zones drgovred 2 corres-
ponding 10 nnd 33 per cent. Over the state a8 a vhole, 18 per cent fower
trappera tholkk 20 ner cent fewer animals.

The 1950 prices for the best nlnk pelis vere 55 to 810 adove those of LOWA).
Largo pelts brought from 525 te 530 nfter the psat Senson.

Magkrats
The 1950 muskrab tale declined 25 per cent, comared to 10U,

While the wiper peninsula btske usueolly fluctuates from year to yerr dir-
ectly vith the larger Zone 3 Kd1l, it did mot do so in 1950, according

to cotiputed kill figures. Computntions basedl on trappors' repori cards
show r 10 per cent incrense in trapning pressure mbove the Stralts ami a
37 por cent incre-se in the muslkrat take. Zone 2 figures show a 2 per
cent incre~se in trapping pressure and a J per cent increase in the take.
In Zone 3 where 75 per cent of the trke normally occurs, irapning pressure
dropped 22 per cent, while the kill declined 33 per cent. iUater =nd lce
conditions throughout most of Zomes 3 made trapping difficult and trappers
were generally diegusted. The decrense in the Zone 3 tnite probably did
mot accurately reflect muskrat pumbers in this ares.

District Geme Supervisors in the upper peninsula, reporting lumediatedy
af ter the close of the seas-n, belleved the take to be snméhat Delow
normal. Trappers =2nd fur Twyers were generally nf the opinion that ths
adverse weather during the enrly part of the sesson gretly curtsiled
traping amctivity. \Uermer westher toward the end of the senson, however,
may have wmed the tsake considerably.

It 13 belleved that the computed lill figures for muskrats in the une
peninsula are generally a little higher than the actual tske.

fona 3 omakrat pelis brought about 51.75 on the aversge, which was 25 per
cont above the 1949 price.

Horthern ‘rats brought 2 1ittle lower price then thoSae of Zona 3. The
.60 sverage price for the Unper Peninsula was considerably below pre-
Seasnn expectstions.

The bedger kK11l of 229 bty heonters was lower than ever recorded since
statistics for the specles hrve been kept. It was only half what it was
in 1949. Trapper toke was sldéo the lowest ever recorded, one-guarter that
of 1549. Only 131 were taken commared to 592 in 19%9; the previous low
had been 297.

The indicated tzke by county has little eignificance or relinbility. In
one yerr the k11l will be distributed among certaln counties and the next
yenr among other counties which had none the ye=r before. For example
trappers showed a computed take of 216 in Huron County im 1949. They re~
ported none in that county for 1950.

The total state ki1l h=s varled with encuszh regularity to indicrte some-
what of a trend in posulation changes. The total klll was 500 or less
prior to 1943 when 1t Jumped to 1500. In 1944 1t went up to 2,169.
Thare was & gradusl decline for four years with a take of 767 in 1948,
The 1549 kill was up again to 1,025, The 1950 low figure of 360 1# at
wide variance from the expected trend but its siznificance 18 mot lnown.
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It soenis 1ikely that badgera sro not so plentiful as thay were sevarnl
yeaps ~go vhen nn estimetod 2,169 were trken by hunting apd tragping in
193, The 1950 kill is next lovest to thot o 1942 </hen only 303 were
reportal.

We=peln

Tha sorouted 1l of 6,383 wensels by small some huanters w-s the lowast
in § years. The mumber hss fluctuated up ru? down from year to yesr with
no regularity, often doublinz or halving from one yosr to the next. Tiwre
aeemy to be ur eatablished trand. This holds true U'ar treuning as well,
Trappers tos!: enly =n estimmted 9,559 which wns fewer than ever defore.

In 1749 they h=d taan alrest 17,000. Pelt srices ranged from ebout §1.50
to §1.75, bt the s-te -s the year before.

%iﬁ somputed X111 of 8, 571 skunks by hmaters in 1950 represeated » dyop
of 27 per cent from the 1949 figsure. The mnber of hunters wha took
sicwulen Aropped 26 per cent. The kill per hunter remalned the srpe—-1.8.

The 1l 4n the upper peninsula remsined the s~me n8 in 1949, It dropped
about 800 in Zone 2 and about 2,800 in Zone 3.

Despite 148 dyop from 1949 the reported 1111 Yy hunters was still greater
than in 1947 nnd 1928, The trapiing kill woe the lowest ¢inoce records
heve boon kept--only 1,692, The nrevious low toke wes §, 584 in 1940
Doth the number of tra-pers -nd thelr t-'te dronned considerably from
1949 to 1950, the treppers 57 per cent nnd the tnke 70 ner cent.

Skupks «piear still to be movhere nerrly rg mlentiful ~a8 thsy were bYe-
fore the Ale-off (ue to disease which cccurred in 1941.

ed f'o

Tha comute”? fox ic1ll declined 12 per cent from 27,588 in 1049 to 24,204
in 195. \hile this decline in the computed kdll agrees with s 14 per
cent decline in the bounty t-ke from 1949 to 1950, there are complicatling
factors wideh point to the possibility that the colneiding downward trenie
ars & matter of chance.

The computed trapping kill decreased 27.7 per cent =nd the bounty figures
show & 17.7 por cent decline ia trepning toke. The computed hunting t=ke,
howvever, increaseld 5.3 per cent, while the hounty flgures show » 16.0 per
cent dacresse in the hmnting kill. The decline in the computed iLrapping
talce was grest snvuzh to compencate for the lncrensse shown by the cosputed
mating klll and thus the total computed kill declined in close azgrassment
wlth the bounty figures.

e wventher condition2 during the a8t vinter and the different months
covered by the cormmted ~nd bhounty figures may be responsibls for the
diszcrepancy in the hunting igures. The bounty figures cover the calen~
dar yerr of 1950. The period covered by the computed figures 18 not defin-
i¢ely knawn, tut 20 wser cent of the huaters' report Barée came Into the
Lensl iy offlce Auring Jannarr Yeh-wapr o= “Yapah, Presumably then,
nearly @O ner sunl oo mumters reporting on foxes could hove killed foxes

af ter Decembsr 1950, & nweriod not covered Wy the 1950 bounty figures. Ais
Janwry and half of Mebrusry hod favorable weather for Tox hunting, this
Iate reporting of foxes nay hnve ralsed the commhuted fon. hunting Iidll.
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#Ance venther conducive to fox hunting i presumabtly mot faverable for
irapaing we asgume that during the first ponths of 1975L, few fones vere

trapped.

it appears thnt the fox ponulntion declined about 15 per cent during the
pant yerr, =nd the ineresse shown in the hunting tske wos the result of
favorrble fox hunting conditions, not =n incre-sed popul-tion.

Coyotes
The computed coyote kill bty hunting ~od trepping wes 3,116 animals. Thie
figure 19 not sipgnificantly nat odds with the dounty totel of 3,230 coyotes.
However, the tremd in ths computed kill wvmried from the bounty. The cop-
sated figurses declined from 3,729, while the bouniy figares rose from
3,130. The increase in the Ywunty tnke wnrs caused larmely Wy {avorable
tracking conditinns durinz the denning senson. The eateh of coyote yups

my not be evident in the computed flgures hence the dlscrepancy in direction

of trends.

The tounty flgures present definite rather than computed figures for coyote
taikke and 1t seecus bes! to use them for an index of populetion tremds.

Yolves
The computed wolf kill by bunting and Urspping comdined was 137 animals.
Ihe trapping results indicated 50 snimzls taken, all in the upper Hemin-
sula. Hanting nccounted for the balance, 87 amimals. A flgure of 43
was computed for the lower peninsula. Thedc may have been the resull of
hunters shooting coyotas nnd reporting them as wolves.

In vieu of the large discrepancy between the computed wolf figure »ni the
abeolute bounty records, 1t 18 ~ponrent that the sampling of hunters and
trappers of wolves through report cards does not permit computetion of =
figure of re-l significance.

The bounty records show 28 wolves talzen in 1950.

Hoboats
In 1650 the compmated kill of bobeats (1,104) by small game hunters showed
a decline from 1949 of 14 per cent. In 1649 it hed galned over 1948 by
12 per cent. There wvas greater change In 1950 &n the unper peninsula
(23 per cent drop) than in the lower peninsula (8 ner cent drop).

Trappers tonk well over twice as many in 1950 as in 1005--649 comared to
270. Thelr entire tske was in the uyrer penimsula, nat nne trapper indi-
ecating a cntch from delow the Stralts. Thie is to» be expected since the
species 18 ‘muntlied in the ujper peninsula only, so there 48 ot so rmch
incentive for travping elsavhere in the %tate.

The overall kill Uy hunters and Lrappers of 1,752 showed an increase of
13 per cent nver 1949. DBounty flgures show an ineremse in 1950 of 4l per
oent (642 compared to L45h).

Consgidering the small number involved the comsuted figures shouwld not be
regnrded as very significant. They probably do not evem indicate populs-
tion trends.



Bear (Y deer huntg;;n%
The computed kill of 1,179 bears (815 in Hegion I and 364 in Reglon II)
in 1950 amunteld to = considerable increse (65 per cent) over the t-ke
in 1949. This probably was due mainly to westher in 1950 such that bears
reanalned rvore netive than the yeer hefore wvhen they were Induced by cold
anfl heavy snows o "den up" early.

The figurs for 1950 is mot too far different from the preceding 1l0-year
rverage comvuted X111 of 1,065. “he high take during the period from
1940 to 1949, 1nclusive, was 1,739 in 1947. 'hile the westher was Dbet-
ter for bear lmnging inm 1950 tham 4in 1949, 4t still wer severe emough at
times to put substantial numbers of bears in dens, therehy holding the
k11l below whet could have occurred had onen wenther conditions preveiled
the entire season., Bears have been up in numbers since about 1945 and the
popul=tion 18 8t1ll high,

The computed ldll figures are significant mainly for the trende they indl-
cate. The actual kill of bears may be lover than the comput~d figure. The
total mamber brought down across the Straits by lower peninsula hunters in
1950 wna 281. These hunters from below the Straite constitute 61 per cent
of the deer hunters hunting in the wymer peninsula. If upper veainsula
residents h~d the same r~verage succests as these lower peninsula hunters

the resldents killed 180 bears. The total kill for the uwpper peninsuls
figured in such a manner would be 461—2B81 by lover peninsula funters and
150 by uwoper peninsula hunters as cormared to the commuted uwiper peninsula
total of B15.

Other factors entering in to affect the figure of LEL 1a that some bears
were transported through /isconsin and, also, perhaps upper perdnsul a Munt-
ers know thelr upper peninsula mnting territorles enough better to ralse
their 11l success =bove that of the outsiders hanting there. Ievertheless,
it seems that the computed figure of 815 1s likely higher than nctual-
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