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INTRODUCTION

Few missionaries ever dreamed of a task so large or a
position so powerful in American Indian affairs as did Isaac
M¢Coy. He sought nothing less than a portion of the trans-
Mississippi West as a permanent Indian state with himself
as ruler. In his mind, the welfare of the Indians was inti-
mately bound up with the propagation of the Baptist re-
ligion, the establishment of a new country for them, and his
own advancement. Church, state, and self were fused into
one grand plan for Indian salvation through colonization,
To achieve his scheme, he used whatever means came to
hand, whether it was his Baptist mission patrons, the politi—
cal faror over Indian removal, or the establishment of a new
missionary society. All of these activities were but succes-
sive steps to his ultimate aim of power over Indian affairs
for their and his own good.

His writing was naturally harnessed to his goals. Though
his most famous work purports in its title, History of Baptist
Indian Missions, to be a general story of his denomination’s
missionary efforts among the American aborigines, it is
really his story of bis struggle with the forces of apathy
and evil to propagate bis truth to Indians, government of-
ficials, missionary managers, and the American people in
general. His message was simple: the only way to save the
American Indians from extincrion was to resettle them away
from the blighting influence of bad white frontiersmen. Re-

move them westward to their own land isolated from whites -

in order to refine them in white civilization and Christianit_v.
The paradox never seemed to bother him.

The form of the book results from his limited time and
his sources. He could only steal spare moments now and
then from a very active life surveving and politicking to
write the six hundred pages of chronicle. Thus his text

v
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494 HISTORY OF BAPTIST

kees, and it was well calculated to prevent the 1ma)pro.v‘.ement of
those tribes, and, indeed, of all the tribes m the teirutory, b), v
compelling them to feel that they were n;;} sec};{re in thejy
presem possessions. .A communication on t\]; sll; ject, fl‘om a
gentleman 1n the Indian country, reached Was Lngtém about
the 20th of March, 1836, a_nd was placed.m mdy ands. .-The»
causes of alarm were immediately communicaté tg some influ.
ential members of Congress, apd also a deilmdt.e escr}l]phoq of
the boundaries between the whites and the rélags. asp,]y,
these measures, which would have throw{n odu t around the
permanency of Indian settlement, were dfa cated. 1 -
About this time the Government desureq to extinguish the
title of the Ottawas, and of some of the .Chippewas nox.*{h_ Of_.‘:__
them, to a large tract of country In the nprth\;/esterlr: pi\n. of
the Territory of Michigan, and a delegation ;%m h‘a \1ba
croche, on Lake Michigan, was induced to visit ¥Yas mg[én o
this business. The main body of the Ottawa;)s' wasdon li?-n‘
river and in its vicinity, and these strongly o Jectgl to se 1?
any of their country. Twice they met in coulncld, ﬁe‘arv}n
Thomas missionary station, and eac}l time 1'(35(()1 v;a tlatélfu_-
country should not be sold. But being informed that th1f3 }? 1
gation from La Arbacroche would probably cede away tdc wd (; &
without the consent of the nation, they resolved to SEI]] ? ff
gation to Washington to preventit. In order to appe:ﬂ‘.afo ,a,ta;
as possible, from any thing that would look like makinga "ei:iy’
they selected for all the members of the delegation, e)acep ng
one, such men as were not chiefs, and who coiqse(}jm‘an 'yfwer
incompetent to treat. For th_e assistance of tnsU .eedgdsx?r: in
reventing the cession of their country to t.he” lmte Oua es,
M. Slater was requested tq accdmpany them. tles{e a\:yla‘
could have been induced to go west to 3 peru;z:inem }:omei) ,l
extinguishment of their claims in Michigan cogx not bl:vemefssx -
regretted, provided it were done by fair and | _onou'r.at y am'on;'v:"
But it was pretty soon dlscox{ered that a design le)us ? mone
those who would have much influence 1n fixing [16: terms 0
treaty, to induce them to sell so much of the ‘COL‘mn\‘);vaT t(r) sec‘;lir:
laree annuities, &ec., and then keep them still m ldlfz ucbiqlnl,( i
cumscribed to lands reserved for that purpose; and as a 1 d?em‘
that the proximity of white |_11llap1tal1ts would sp(iin iompe them ¢
{0 leave these reservations, it evidently appeare f.)a[}? p weré":’ B
neunt home for them was not contemplated, lbl‘ll-tl,](dn ey
expected to be removed northwestward, up the E‘ ?s. uld e &
If these plans should prove sgcces;iu}, the el eu'\‘\'(_}. 0“;:
the Ottawas would be detained in Michigan a few yeals, more.
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crowded and injured by a white population than they had been
previously; their deterioration would daily become more rapid,
and then another treaty would be demanded, for the extin-
ouishment of their claims to these reservations. These trea-
ties were looked to by many hangers-on about the Indians as
times when large sums of money could be obtained under the
title of claims, or something else. And lasily, they would follow
these degenerating Ottawas up the lakes to their new homes,
for the sake of fleecing them of their annuities.

Pending the negotiation, the delegation, which was accom-
panied by Mr. Slater, presented, through him, to the Commis-
sioner, a written communication, signed by all the chiefs of
Grand river, excepting one who happened to be absent, remon-
strating against the ceding of any portion of their country. As
usual on treaty-making occasions, many of those hangers-on
noticed above were present, expecting to profit by the treaty.
These appeared to be much offended at Mr. Slater, who was
supposed to influence his delegation to persevere in their objec-
tions to a sale of their country. On the 24th of March, Mr.
Slater came to me, apparently much distressed, and solicited my
advice respecting the course he should pursue. I entreated
him to remain faithful to the obligations he had come under to
the Ottawas in countil before he left ‘home, It had been inti-
mated to him that if the treaty could be effected, provision could
be made for him of several thousand dollars. 1 entreated him
to reject every such wicked offer; reminded him that mission-
aries, who generally exercised great influence over the Indians,
could many a time have enriched themselves, as traders and many
others had often done, by inducing certain treaty stipulations for
land or money, but that they had never stooped to accept of a
personal favour of one dollar, and that such an act would be
far beneath the piety of the Christian and, the honourable high-
mindedness of the missionary. In these sentiments he appeared
most beartily to concur. I advised him to write immediately to
the President of the United States, stating the circumstances of
the unwillingness of the Ottawas to sell any land, and to send
him a copy of the remonstrance submitted to the Commissioner.
He requested me to write the form of such a communication as
1 thought ought to go to the President. This I did, but it was
not submitted ; and, to my extreme griel and mortification, the
treaty was concluded, and signed by the very delegation that
was sent to Washington to prevent it.

Mr. Slater’s plan now appeared to be to take as many Otta-
was as would follow him,and purchase land with his money, and
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496 HISTORY OF BAPTIST

their annuities, within the white settlements, and there forn 3
settlement of Indians. To enable Liim to do this, an article wyg
inserted in the treaty, which resulted in placing in his hands six
thousand four hundred dollars.  His plan has been carried ouy, -
and he has a settlement of Ottawas, consisting of about ope:
hundred and forty souls, around him, in the State of Michigan.-
To heads of families, respectively, are assigned sinall farm lots,
_perbaps twenty acres. He has a school, and continues to im.:
part religious nstruction to the people of his charge. While jt
is hoped that his desire and efforts to do good to the Ottawas;
and the matters of his settiement, will result in his satisfaction;-
liis missionary brethren think that Lie has erred so as to requiré:;‘
them, for the preseat, to suspend the usual attachments of their.
{raternity. i
Mr. Slater had never concurred with us in our views of ses*
curing to the Indians a permanent home in the West. We:
commenced the establishment on Grand river, in the hope that
during its continuance, its influence would bear in favour of tha
measure ; but, from the time Mr. Slater arrived his influence was
thrown into the other end of the scale. During his residence
at the station, several Ottawas made profession of religion,.wli
were believed to be genuinely pious. With this exception,
is thought that it would have been better for the Ottawas if th
station had been discontinued about the time we closed our affair
at Carey. '
The experience of two hundred years has shown to ever
body, that Indians cannot prosper on small tracts of country
surrounded by people of other colour, other prejudices, and:
other interests. If Mr. Slater's people should become:the
owners of land, others will tontrive to bring them in debt, an
get possession of their lands, with whatever improvewents ma
Lave been made thereon. It will be seen presently, that subse
quent arrangements made it necessary for the Ottawas, except= .
ing such as might have purchased land and settled as citizens,” -
to leave that country in the course of five years frow the date -
of the treaty. About the time that the Ottawas shall be urged
to leave the country, it will not be surprising if Mr. Slater’s .
settlement of Indians should increase for the moment. -For=
various reasons, some will be inclined to remain in the country;
and this settlement will furnish an opportunity for them to do so.
On this account, the formation of the settlement is greatly to be
regretted, because it will be keeping them from a comfortable;
and a secure home, which has been provided for them in the/
Indian territory, and, judging from the history of the past, they
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will, during thei inki i
will dor ‘;r;::;zds;:};;'be sinking deeper and deeper in degrada-

Seeing that the treaty was likely to be made in such a f
that the Ottawas would be kept in an unsetiled state I vis(')tmc;
the Secretary of War, and entreated him to order lhi’n S An] ;
favou_ral?ly. He desired me to visit the Commissioner gvho JO'FB
negotiating the treaty, and communicate my views and w's‘[‘]‘ls
to l')lm. Thxs. I declined. I wrote the Commissioner and’ o
quested that, in the treaty, provision should be made to r o
nerate the boz}rd. for the expenses they had incurred in ex'eeltpuc':
missionary buildings, &c. The treaty, when made, pro CSDE
that the value of the improvements should be paid to t’h}; b(‘)” g*
but as those improvements had been made in early times, u a(; :
great disadvantages, it was not to be expected that the [;rer
valuation of them at this time would be a fair remunerati :ir?
therefore visited each member of the Committee on Indi:]:r)]nAf
fairs in the Senate of the United States, and told them the st .
and - desired them to so modify the treaty that, in lieu ofotrg,
value of the improvements, the board should be allowed Lhe
nett proceeds of the sale of one hundred and sixty acres of | de
embracing the improvements. In the mean time the bowrgn ¢
my request, fqrwa{ded, to my charge, a memorial,on leel s e
subject.  This, with a written communication of my own ame
before the Committee. The result was, the treaty was a’r:;l:::{e
ed as we had requested.  And it was also further anended, b ,
which provision was made for the Ottdwas to take a permas /
residence in the Indian territory, after the expiratizu ofimﬁe?t
years. This latter was an unwelcome amendment to o
The treaty provided that very large sums of mone shon;gng‘
paid to the Ottawas, or in various ways expended iz’] reﬁl; X
to them ; and it was the wish of many to keep them in tlren'ce
gious of the lakes, receding coustantly from the adv‘mcino]re 1le-
Llemeréts ofdlhe white man, becoming poorer and ‘fewe;’ :Etd-

o 4 .

x(t)rsf teg_.;i ;«i:g;'ry day, and consequently more easily cheated

White settlements had by this time approached withi
fourth of a mile of the mission premises, and the value l{m o
land allowed for the remuneration of the expenses of t] 0b e
was very considerable, though it has not yet been rl: ]'Oard
Thls_ we pledged ourselves, both in the memorial of the ab‘zedci
andin my communication, should all be applied to the b Oﬂg
Qf the Ottawas, for educational and other nissionary -
:ine fut'ure. Many considerations having caused n‘ve) tf;ur{gglse:

e -elf

P 1nterest61§ the welfare of the Ouawas, T was exceedingly
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