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Dear Friend.

Another week hes passed aad no move yet.
i hnave been walting so iong thet I heve beoome quite reconciled end fesl
better contented to stay st this placs now than &t say time previous;
I think however that our stay here will be short,
We drew ocur arms yesterday they sre new Enfield Bifles and it is thought
weé uay need thea om our way down the river. 1 domt aspprehend _____ much
danger on that trip. 1t wae four weeks yesterday since I bade you good
bye and started to serve one yoar more in the army and that yesr will be
ong of auxtety to more tham one soldier. Ye look forward with plessure
to the time whem we comn enjoy the privileges snd comforts of olvilisug
Onoe WOre.

If however the war does not close w»ithin that time 1t may be Just
as well for us to remsin in the service ss to go outb.

Government is offerlng old soldlers thet have served two yesurs quite
an inducement to roenlist for three years. 4 boundy of SHOZ is offered
which amounts to $502 bounty money for the five years service. NMany of
the boys are accepting the offer and sre golng to serve thelr country
another term.

I 1ike to see a willingness menifested to go into the srmy end there
will be more peerults found among the old goldiars that have seen fwo
yeers hard campelipgning than cen posslbly be found among its stay at
home not a man for & dollar gentlemen of our I preg, I tell the boys
that I shall z:vve my just term before I reenlist and then I shall

want & feouw momths to refleet on the zubleect. Hy idea on the subjseb is
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that after three yesrs service we ought te be relieved by new men,

I have reg's no letters yet since I lefi Mich. end I fesr shall not
enjoy that pleasure very soon as the prospeet is gqulte fevorable for our
lecving this ploce on the .. and we sre all expecting & trip of from
one %o two months. We will not be likely to recelive sny mall on our
Joumey. I sxpsct my mail has been Aetalined on the road. I am guite
positive that several letters have been sent to me, as I hed the asssurance

of being remeabored. Ve are having very good times at P

four good fellows with me. ¥We have scome very interesting discussions the
questions renging from the most ridiculous to the most serious that ever
puzzeled the brein of the statesmen or the theoleogium. I never shall
forget the feellngs 1 experienced one evening when one of my comrades
a Sﬁy of 20, made the sssertion that he did not believe in & future world
he believed thatwhen & man dled that was the end of him. Wa had been
discussing present enjoyment he mrgued that a meay should enjoy himeslf
in the present 1life a2 well np he oould end that he made no caleulations
for the future. He however is nob well informed and I think upon reflectlons
and study he will change hies mind.

Tris wonld __ .. De a dangerous doctrire for me to . ...« <if there
wep no future world for & man fo live in what need would there be
i - any tnea persong fesllngs., ve might ___ __ end a person
would be better off than otherwise. I am possessed of a large asount of
hops., Take sway the future sud hope wonld lose ite gffige? end what use

would there be in trying to live any longer without hope., I belleve
there 1z such & thing as having to much hope theresby loassing the present
and living nearly sltogethey 1n the future and thiz I sdmit is the case
with myself at times. I belleve 2 person should improve the present



-3 Oet. 4th, 63

thereby preparing for the future.

But most of uy fall to lmprove the present to our own benefit, I mast
olose I will offer no excuse for writing so often without any reply
believing that you duly ercreclate the recson, Hoping £o hear from
you before leaving Camp I am truly your friend,

Leonard



