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This ecological transition line also marks the northern extent of agricultural crop
production because the area to the north, the Great Lakes Forest that covers the northern
Lower Peninsula and the Upper Peninsula, receives less than 140 frost-free growing days
per year."™™ With such a short season agricultural commodities like corn and soybeans,
and truck crops, cannot be produced with assurance. For this reason, open farmland is an
infrequent feature of the northern Michigan landscape. In fact, the land that composes
the vast majority of the country ceded by the 1836 Treaty remains to this day forested
with pine, maple, spruce, fir, birch, poplar, hemlock, and oak.**® As one travels north in
Michigan, the climate is less moderate and the boreal elements of the fauna and flora
more pervasive. The growing season is, however, only one of the factors that
discourages crop production in northern Michigan. The soil itself, derived from glacial
till, is composed largely of sand and gravel that has not benefited from substantial topsoil
development. Thus, the soil is thin, subject to leaching, and in many places deficient in
the nutrients essential for crop production.™’

In the nineteenth century, government officials in Michigan, Wisconsin, and
Minnesota hoped that agrarian settlement would extend farther north, but they were also

aware of the low agricultural potential of the region. Schoolcraft, in particular, was an

avid gardener, and had lived in northern Michigan and observed the pitiful efforts of

155 yarnell, Richard 1964 Aboriginal Relationships between Culture and Plant Life in the Great Lakes
Region. Anthropological Paper No. 23, Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Map 4.

156 Cleland, N. 1987 Natural Vegetation c. 1600 in Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History. Edited by H.H.
Tanner, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, Map 3, p. 13-17.

7 vVeatch, V. O. 1959 Presettlement Forests in Michigan. Department of Resource Development, East
Lansing: Michigan State University.
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Indians and others to grow corn and other crops. He must have known that part of the
state would never be supported by farming.

At the time of the 1836 Treaty the geography of northern Michigan was still
poorly known. No surveyors had ever worked in the region; so maps were based upon
the observations of explorers, fur traders, and those licensed to work in the area by the
Indian Department. The best map, and the one used by Schoolcraft to plot the limits of
the 1836 cession and its reservations, was a map produced and published by H.L. Tanner
in 1836. Although this map represents a relatively accurate depiction of the settled part
of southern Michigan, the Straits of Mackinac, and the Sault Ste. Marie area, the
remaining portions are inaccurate and out of proportion. For example, the interior
portion of the Grand Traverse Bay, a prominent landmark, is shown running east west
rather than north south on the Tanner map. Map 8.

In 1826 special Indian agent Samuel Morse wrote that the eastern shore of Lake
Michigan, “extending into the interior as far as the dividing ridge, consists of sandhills

crowned with a few stunted trees . . .”**

-- a description that can only be described as
imaginary. In 1836 Michigan Governor S.T. Mason described the Upper Peninsula as
“the sterile region on the shores of Lake Superior, destined by soil and climate to remain

forever a wilderness”* This view was stated even more forcefully by the Detroit Daily

Free Press on March 17, 1836, which described the Upper Peninsula as “the region of

158 Bald, Clever 1944 “Some Myths about Michigan” Michigan History 28:4:600. Lansing: Michigan
Historical Commission.

59 Ibid, p. 601.
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depended. Secondly, he knew that the Ottawa and Chippewa needed as much land
available as possible to support themselves, particularly if they were to be concentrated
on reservations. Finally, Schoolcraft knew that northern Michigan would not develop as
an agricultural region but as a region supported by lumbering, fishing, and mining, and
he saw little if any conflict between these extractive industries and Indian usufruct.

Thus Schoolcraft found a practical way to avoid the conflict between private land
ownership and Indian usufruct by using the concept of settlement. Schoolcraft was
accustomed to the distinction between usufruct and settlement because the distinction is
embodied in the Trade and Intercourse Act of 1834 that he administered as an Indian
agent. In that case, licensed traders, teachers, blacksmiths, millers, and lighthouse
keepers could enter and reside in Indian country in order to practice their trade, but they
were not considered settlers. In addition, they could be permitted use of natural
resources, such as fish, game, hay, and firewood. These usufruct activities were also not
considered settlement.

Similarly, the definition of settler under the pre-emption acts required making
improvements to the land on the part of individuals. Persons engaged only in lumbering
or mining activities were not settlers under provisions of the pre-emption acts. In order to
qualify as a settler a person must personally make the improvements to the land
necessary to establish a pre-emption claim.

According then to the normal usage of the day, settled land was improved and
occupied by a settler and in nearly all cases was also private land. Conversely,

unimproved and unoccupied land was by definition unsettled. Unimproved and
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NO. 16.
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

War DevarMENT,
Office Indian Aflairs, Washkington, Dec. 1, 1837.

Sir : In obedience to your direction of the 7th of September, I have the
honor to submit the “ usnal annual report of the operations” of the Indian
Department.

The increased extent and diversified character of the operations under
the direction of this office will prevent my presenting any thing more than
a mere outline. ‘T'hey embrace negotiations with the tribes east of the Mis-
sissippi, for the extinguishment of their titles ; with those of the western
prairie, for the establishment of friendly relations between them and the
United States; and with the indigenous and emigrated tribes beyond the
Mississippi and Missouri rivers, for the adjustment of difficulties and the
preservation of peace. They include the removal of the Indians in New
York, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, in the north, the
west, and the northwest; and in Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi and Florida, in tho south and southwest, to new
homes southwest of the Missouri river. They comprehend the location
and sale of reservations, the investment or payment of the proceeds, and
of the procceds of lands ceded, with the collection and disbursement of
the interest thercon. They involve a supervision of the execution of
treaty stipulations, for the subsistence of emigrants, the examination and
payment of debts and claims, the education of the young, the supply of
agricultural implements: and assistance, the employment of interpreters,
farmers, mechanics, and - laborers. ‘They demand a constant attention tn
the conduct of the numerous agents and officers necessarily employed ;
commissioners to hold treaties, or Lo investigate claims; superinleanls
of emigration, and of the four divisions of the department; agents and
sub-agents. They call for an exact adherence to the laws, and for the
adoption, from time to time, of the regulations requisite to give them full
effect. They involve the superintendence of the investment of nearly
$2,000,000, the annual disbursement of appropriations not less, in the last
three years, than $5,000,000, and the disposition of interest to the amount
of about $200,000. And they affect the welfare of a population estimated
at 330,000, scattered over an immense extent of country.

The copious extracts, hereto appended, from the complete and accurate
reports from the superintendents in Michigan, Wisconsin, and the Western
Territory ; from almost all the agents in the superintendency of St. Louis,
and a valuable communication from Captain Brown, principal military
disbursing agent for the western superintendency, exhibit such elear and
satisfactory views of the progress, condition, and  prospects of a large pro-
portion of the tribes, and of the measures that should be pursued for their
improvement, as to render more than this passing notice of these subjects
unnecessary. Among these papers is one from Mr. Schoolcraft, on the
subject of forming a cabinet and library for this office. An extract from
the letter to which this is a reply, accompanies it. The counsiderations in
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favor of these measures arc obvious and important. The expcurfz that
would attend their exccution would be inconsiderable. A"g"'fu" .xp{)r:)-
priation, of no very large amount, would also enable the ep.;rmlx(_:r}( ]
do something to collect and preserve every thing relating to n(i s ?r).,;
resent condition, numbers, manners, and languages of I“"e ‘a 1on'g|f.1|('
of this continent, who are now the object of much p‘llllo§op hical curiosity
with the students of history in this country and in I'{“"’l’?'l e estab
1 beg leave respectfully to repeat the ;ecommendmmn ol ; ul: fmr y e‘q.ar :
lishment of a government n the Indian conntry, nvl_nd of the llluclei.;l.'u ‘;;)
niilitary posts beyond the Missouri river, and to invite you;a cn; i 10
the reasons therefor, presented in my last annual report. : mf)r‘l.:lol ‘
duties confided within the last year, to the Rev. Mr. Mc(.u)k,l wl;:}s l&a ((il
cxplaining to the various tribes in that region, \\'ho.)mf.ou o u‘ (t?)t;
by it, the provisions of the biil, reported at the last §css|0fn, {1 16 { ;.“
mittee on Indian Affuirs, in the House ql’ I(epre':s‘elgtnllves, or the Cftﬂ.li;l!
of n government for the Western Territory. I'his duty hl; .lfns 'pm'u:l ly
rformed, and he has transmitted, with a clear exposition nfs us‘m’\ nv 1;“;,
petitions from the proper authorities of several of the ll(l‘|)l:.~.,”lll r\\”n:‘:
they earnestly rcquc].sl that it way soon become a law. Copics of these
] 5 itted. ] S
Png(zlzzu;-)iozlrgg in the removal of Indiuns east ol the i\‘lgssmsm[»ll,. \\'ll*itt
have angreed to emigrate, has, [rom various causcs, bcgn lnf(‘)nsl(«._r)a‘;(:
(|l"ill<1°lh': past year. ‘I'he whole number, including b{:;:ro;:zsy \f‘?hm;
Chickasaws, Pottawatamies, and Ottawas, has not cngze‘dml ‘ .:3‘,14 v - Vhen
the stipulations with these and other tribes, upon this ?\! ')_?.L(. ; .m,‘ dqoml.
into eflvct, there will remain on the east side of the M)ssgsqzl)ll .mull c il
of the Chippewas of Lake Superior, only the Wy:mdolsdul . ;{ll‘)"'d:r S
Nations in New York, the Menomiuces, Munsees, an b(?c n'; .,_\ezi '
Wisconsin, and the Miamics in Indiana. ~ And the policy oI 'ei“ M“"f"f;
lands west of that river for those held by tribes east of 1t, \\é;loc 1 v\'vlilshv”\;e
authorized in 1804, though not vigorously commenced lt:" l' |:]“|:n l.j:vc
been brought le(:ia point of s:!ccessful accomplishment, that could i
icipated at ils inception. _ o )
be‘;?r:c:::;c,:fadvices were ﬁ:cei‘ved, in the spr.m_g‘, pl' 'hosulc 1:1'?;?:::32 f(;lr
the Sioux, and the Sacs and Foxes of tbe Mississippi, l‘ll)On l "vol.-cd
each other. The interposition of the ILixccutive was carnest dy invok .
There were two mades only in which it might be effectual, and to 0618 0
these alone did the circumstances of the country permit a rcs?rl'. ‘ fqm-
tations from these tribes were invited to visit this city. l)epulul!onsr‘ro'm
the Winnebagoes, who had been occr‘\smnal partukers in the warlike ‘inyhs,
from the Sioux, and the Sac and Fox Indians of the Missouri, ug_ thc
fowas, were called hither at the same time. In the two pnn;lpnl o dgcﬂ.‘,
O the conciliation of the hostile Sioux and Sacs and Foxes, an .lhc adjud, -
M ment of the conflicting titles to the land claimed by the latier and the
Towas, the efforts of the Government were unsuccessful. But the extin-

© guishment of the title of the Sioux east of the Mississippi, of that of the

acs and Foxes to a large tract west of their cession in 1632, and the re-
moval of the Winnebagoes to the neutral ground, lying between these two
tribes, effected in the negotiations held with them while here, will cou:rl-
bute materially to prevent future collisions. By the same t}'eaues,mul t 13&
with the Chippewas of the Mississippi, a vast region has' been acquired,
abounding in timber, adequate to the wants of the settlers, who are throng-
ing to Wisconsin, and those of the inhabitants on the borders of the Mis-
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sissippi rivar ; i water-power, sufficient to supply the demand; and in
mines of lead and other ores. The Indian population will be removed
further from the frontier of the States, and will no longer be subject to:
a contaminating intercourse; while our people will be secured frown in-
cursions and attacks upon their persons and property. The way will be
open to the cstablishment of permanent boundaries, in a few vears, that
will give to the Union a more regular form. )

'The treaty concluded with the Miamies in Indiana, in 1834, having re-
ceived the conditional, sanction of the Senate at its late session, has been
perfected, by the assent of these Indians to the modifications proposed in
the ratification. A treaty of amity and peace was negotiated by General
Stokes and Colonel Chouteau, on the 26th of May last, with the Kioways,
Ka-ta-kas and T'u-wa-ka-ros of the Western Prarie, who have manifesle({ a
desire tobe on friendly terms with the United States, and have taken no
part with the hostile portion of the Camanches.

In January last, the acting Superintendent of the Western I'erritory
communicated the first authentic intelligence of probable hostilities between
the Camanches and the Shawnees, Dgﬁa\varcs, and Osages. ‘The reports
of Major P. L. Chouteau, who pnssed into the Indian country, of subse-
quent dates, to the middle of April, confirmed this intelligence.  'T'he great
importanc: of preventing these aggressions upon each sther induced the
appointment of Colonel A. P. Chouteau, a gentleman well ncquainted
with these Indians, and in all respects qualified for a duty of so delicate a
character, as a special agent, to travel among them, and, by making proper
cxplanatious and representations, and by other means, to endeavor to effect
a reconciliation. It is believed that his exeriions have been productive of
much good, and that, aided by other measures taken by the Government,
they will be eventually successful. The most important of these measures,
the invitation to the Camanches and other tribes to send delegatiens to the
United States, was suggested by the late superintendent, in 1835, and more
recently repeated by his successor. It is understood they will arrive early
in the spring of the ensuing year ; and in the mean time no further preda-
tory incursions are to be apprchended. ‘The inducements for these pro-
ceedings are fully statéd in the accompanying copy of the letter of instrue-
tions to the special agent.

It is believed that the visits of the several tribes to this city, and to
others upon the seaboatd, has hud, and will have, a most salutary effect. So
for as a correct judgment cun now be formed, they will return to their kin-
dred with just ideas of the strength and resources of the country, and of
the friendly dispositious of our people towards them, and impressed with
the conviction of the propriety of remaining at pence with us und with each
other. Similar good jresulis may be anticipated from the visits of the
tribes who are expected to arrive next year.

I would respectfully request your favorable consideration of the changes
in the existing laws relating to Indian affairs, suggested in my last report,
‘The expericnce of the past year has strenglheneg my conviction of their
importance ; and it has, also, indicated the necessity of other modifications.

New provisions for the regulation of the trade with the Indians have
become essential. Much information upon this subject has been recently
received, which, with your approbation, will be communicated to the ap-
propriate committees, if, as is earnestly hoped, their attention shall be di-
rected to the matter. 'The present system of disbursing in this department,
through the agency of military officers, has proved inconvenient, in conse-
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quence of the frequent transfer of many of them to other duties. Some
wlteration is very desirable ; in what form and to what extent must be sub-
mitted to the wisdom of Congress. o _
There is an incongruity in the present law providing for the appoint-
wment of ageats and sub-agents. It prescribes that “ no sub-agent shall be
appointed, who shall reside within the limits of any agency where there is
un agent appointed.” The titles imply a distinction in rank and duties,
which the clause, just quoted, repudiates : for it makes the sub-agent equal-
ly independent, as an officer, with the agent. The distinction, however,
exists, in an essential particular, the pay of the former being only one-half
of that of the latter. I: point of fact, the duties and responsibilities of both
are alike, and, with few exceptions, they are equal. Connected wiih these
considerations is another of great moment; the importance of procuring

the services of competent and trust-worthy men, and of binding them to a .

faithful discharge of their duties by liberally compensating them. )

The salaries of interpreters, also, are too low. The best qualified per-
sons cannot be obtained for them. They are engaged by truders and com-
panies, at rates of pay four times larger than those fixed b{l law.” Yet the
intercourse with the Indians must be maintained through them. The right
understanding and successful issue of cvery negotiation depend upon their
fidelity and ability. The fair representation of the wishes of the Indians to
the Government, lhrough their agents, is contingent upon their personal
interests and biasses. True policy demands that the compensation allowed
for services of this character should be sufficient 1o remunerate capable
men, and place them beyond the reach of temptation to do wrong. )

I have adverted, in another part of this report, to the large amount of in-
terest accruing on the moneys invested for Indians. A considerable sum
has already been received, which is deposited in bank, to my ciedit, ex
officio. 'T'his course was adopted from necessity, as, if the money had been
pﬁcced in the Treasury, it could not have been used, without an act of ap-
propriation. Tt is very desirable that a law should be passed to authorizo
the interest, as it accrues, to be deposited in the Treasury, and to be drawn
out upon the requisitions of this department, in the usual form. )

I submit copies of the revised regulations that have been prescribed for
carrying into effect the laws relating to Indian affairs. A new edition of
Indian treaties, including all to 1837, has been printed during the past year,
of which twenty-five copies will be placed at the disposal of the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library, in conformity with the resolution of Congress of the
19th of June, 1834. o

Appended to this report are several tabular statements, exhibiting the
population of the several tribes ; the lands acquired by treaties since the
4th of March, 1829 ; the amount of the consideration stipulated to be paid
therefor, and the quantity of land assigned o the emi rated tribes ; the
number of teachers and children in the schools ; the application of the an-
nuities for education ; and the condition of the civilization fund. A few
of these have been printed heretofore ; but, as they are of permanent in-
terest, they are again presented.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,
C. A. HARRIS,
Commissioner.
Hon. Joer R. Peinsgrr,
Secretary of War.

CEC 01685
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REPORT OF THE ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF MICHIGAN.

I proceed, in compliance with instructions, to offer the following obser-
vations on the condition and prospects of the Northwestern Indians, and
the laws and instructions relative to them, so far as they are comprised
within this acting superintendency, premising that the two principal tribes,
extending over a wide surface, and being intimately connected by relation-
ship and position, will be classified according to their treaties with the
Government.

1. Chippewas and Oltawas of the Upper lakes.

First in numerical strength and position, are the united tribes of Chippe-
was and Ottawas, who are parties to the treaty of the 28th of March, 1836.
These tribes speak the same generic language, and still occupy the country
ceded to the United States by that treaty, which is situated between Grand
river, of Michigan, and Chocolate river, near the foot of Lake Superior.
Although much mixed, and living in alternate villages, a distinction is
kept np between them, which is, however, not marked by any strong traits
in their habits and condition. The Ottawas of Mackinac and its environs
have advanced more in agricnlture than any of the lake tribes; cultivate
corn, beans, purnpkins, to some extent, annually; have fenced fields, and
live generally in comfortable log houses. 'They male a considerable quan-
tity of maple sugar, which, together with a limited crop of corn, is sold in
the Mackinac market. 'This is particularly the case with the several vil-
lages on little ‘I'raverse bay, usually comprehended under the name of the
L’Arbre Croche Bands.. In proportion as they have assumed the character
of pseudo agriculturits, they have neglected the chase, for which the coun-
try, indeed, at this time, affords but little_inducement.  ‘F'hic pands of this
tribe, living on Grand river, &c. south of this location, consist of emigrauts
or wanderers of the former position, and are now, with few exceptions,
much addicted to the use¢ of ardent spirits, and degraded in their conditiou.

The Chippewas cultivate corn and potatoes to a limited extent, but devote
most of their tine in quest of food in the chase, or in fishing. They also
manufacture sugar from the rock maple, but no part of their subsistence,
within the present limits of Michigan, is derived from wild rice,a plaut
common at more northerly and westerly points. This tribe exhibits no

neral improvement, or advance in civilization. They are warlike, indo-

ent, and impoverished, with few exceptions, living in mat or bark lodges,
which are transported in their migrations.

The country which both the tribes occupy embraces large portions of
the margins of Lakes Huron and Michigau. It is just opening to settle-
ment; coinmerce is extending itself into the region, and causes are iu
agtive operation, which, in'a few years, will render it imposm'bha for those
tribes to maintain their position within the limits of the peninsula. The
population of hath trikes, so far as included nnder the treaty, as indicated
by this year’s pay rolls, is four thousand five hundred and sixty-one. The
benefits of their annuities are fully appreciated by them at this era of thetr
affairs, when the chase is nearly or quite closed, and will enable them to get
through the severc seasons with less suffering than they would otherwise
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encounter. Without cultivating to a far greater extent than they do, every
year must produce local sufferings. ‘T'heir reservations will expire in
1841, after which, they will possess no further right to a residence on the
lands, but the conditional usnfructory right contained in the 13th article.
Inebriety prevails among them generally, and is a bar to the right use of
their anpuities, and to any hope of their permancut advance in civilization.
The intercourse act of 1834 does not preclude the introduction of ardent
spirits on ceded lands; and, consequently, while much of this land is still,
in reality, as much an Indian couuntry as ever, no legal penalty can be cn-
forced by the agents against trofficers. 1 am of opinion that the act
should be so amended as to apply, in all cases where the President may
direct, to ceded Indian lands not surveyed, and also to lands in the frontier
land districts, not actually sold to citizevs.

2. Saginauw.

"This tribe numbers at present about one thousand souls, having depopu- .

lated within late years. They have suflcred much from small pox, and
the want of food dnring the prescnt year. 'They are much uddicted to
liquor, cultivate but littl, and are in every respect in the hunter state;
without some active effort on their part, or by the Government, or individu-
als, they must very rapidly d-populate and perish. 'T'hey own one hundred
and two thousand four hundred acres of choice lands in the shape of reser-
vation, in Saginaw, Shiawassie, Genesee, l.apeer, Midland and Arenac
counties, in Michigan. Thess reservations were sold to the Government,
by a treaty concluded at Detroit on the 14th of January last, butno action
has, as yet, been had upon it by the Senate. In the mean time, a delega-
tion of the chiefs have gone to view the country southwest of the Missouri,
with a view of migrating thither. 1t is desirable that fiual arrangements
for their removal should be made as early as possible. T donot think they
can subsist themselves the present winter without assistance, and would
suggest that, in addition to the aid granted by your instructions of the
second iustant, five hundred bushels of corn be issued to them, in small
quautitics, under proper restrictions, during the winter.

3. Swan creek and Blaclk river Chippawas.

These are (ragments of bands still living on ceded reservations of eight
thousand three hindred and 1wenty acres of valuable land, on the borders
of Lake 8t. Clair, and River St. Clair, all within a distance of seventy-tive
miles from Detroit.  These lands were ceded by the treaty of the 9th of
May, 1836. By this treaty, the whole avails of the lunds, as sold in the
lund offices, is given to them, after deducting the expenses of survey and
sale, und an equal quantity of Jaud is granted to them in the west. A dele-
gation of their chiels is now ubsent, for the purpose of choosing a location
for their futurc and permanent residence.

4.' Ottawas of Maumee.

T'Lis band is wholly within tke liniits of Ohio. The pay rolls of 1836
indicate a population folling below frur hundred souls. They ceded all
the:r reservations pbout seven yeais ago, und agreed to remove west, ard
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finding the country proposed for their residence every way favorable, ar-
rangemenls for their -final emigration to it, under Colonel Mcllvaine, are
now in process of execution. About two hundred souls set out for the pro-
posed territory in August last, taking the route by the way of Cleaveland and
the Ohio river,after having previously received their annuities for the.present
year. ‘The remainder of the band are dispersed on public lands in the dis-
trict of the Maumee valley, where they are destined to destruction ; somc of
them will probably emigrate to Canada, where, however, they have no
lands and no funds, and cannot remain. Although exertions have been
made to procure a renioval of every person, it would be desirable to employ
still further means to rescue them from their fate, and induce the scattered
families to rejoin their friends in the west.

5. The Ottawas und Pottawatsmics of Michigan, south of Grand river.

o
. These bands are parties to the treaty of cession, concluded at Chicago, in
1821, and the subsequent treaty of 1833, by which they relinquish their
reservations, and agree to accept a location in the same latitudes, west of
the Mississippi. T'hey receive their annuities at, and belong to the Chi-
cago agency, and have only come within my notice from complaints made
against them by citizens of Michigan, living on the head watcrs of the St.
Joseph and Kalamazoo, and from parties fleeing north from the emigrating
officers. In order to check this course, no provisions have been grauted to
them, at the agencies, but they have Leen directed to return within their
proper jurisdiction. Care will be required at the subsequent payments
within this superintendency, to detect and reject fromn the rolls individuals

who may thus find a reception among the other Indiaus.

6. Farming and mechanics establishments on the Indian reservations.

Reports of the persntlls in charge of these establishments, herewith trans-
mitted, marked A, B, C, will exhibit the details connected with each re-
serve. At Saginaw, a new smith’s shop has been erected for the Indians,
during the year, and an assistant blacksmith employed. Fhese mechanics
have prepared their own coal, and executed all the Indian work required.
The Indian cornfields have been ploughed, and their working cattle taken
care of and subsisted; | But little desire has, however, been manifested by
any of the bands to engage in agricultural pursuits. Ihave already advert-
ed o the effects of disease among them, producing distress, added to which,
their corn fields on the Cass river, &c., have been covered with water,
which totally destroyed the crop. ‘Uhe farmers and mechanics employed at
Manistee, reached their station on the 2d of July, and have been assidu-
ously engaged in preparing buildings, &c. An eligible site, on a small lake,
has been selected.  One building, 25 by 34, aud another 16 hy 24, are nearly
completed. The blackbmith’s shop, built on contract, is probably finished
by this date, and the mechanics, who have worked out doors during the
summer, permanently accommodated. Aid has been given in enclesing a
house for the resident chief, and about three weeks’ labor of the whole
party devoted in cutting hay to winter the cattle. No person has, as yet,
been procured to survey the seventy tliousand acres allotted to this reserve,
Mr. Mullet having declined it, but it is believed that another person may be
procured. ||
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Labor on the reserve of Round island was commenced on the 13th of
July : (wo dwellings for Indians have been erccted and completed, and the
timber, &c., prepared for the farmer's residence; a road cut across the
island; six acres of land cleared and brushed, and about three weeks’ labor
bestowed in cutting wild hay, to keep the cattle.

7. Schools and school fund.

The school and mission heretofore kept on this island, uuder the patron-
age of ihe Ioreign Board of Missions at Boston, was discontinued last spring,
the children dismissed, and the building and other property disposed of.
In consequence, there is no report from this station. At Sault St. Marie,
the school under the charge of the Reverend A. Bingham, nunbers seven-
teen beneficiaries, and thirty-four day scholars, as per report herewith.
The school of the Methodist Society at Little Rapids, on the Ste. Mary’s
river, has recently been re-organized, but 1 have no refort of its nwmbers ;
nor has any report yet reached me from the school of the Ottawas in Barry
county. 'Phese will be forwarded when reccived. In the mean time, I
forward a consolidated abstract of the last reports,

The division and allotinent of the consolidated school and mission fund
of the Chippewas aud Ouawas, under the treaty of March 28th, 1836, an-
nounced in your letter of the 25th August, meets the approbation of the
chiefs, and its faithful application will place these tribes on high grounds
as to school privileges.

8. Cabinet and library in the Indian ofice at Washington.

Perhiaps no measure could be adopted, so easy and cheap of execution,
which would tend more to produce correct information respecting the In-
dians, their customs, mechanical skill, and the natural productions of the
country they occupy, than this plan, proposed in your letter of the 4th
insiant.

9. Population and geographical distribution of tribes.

The accompanying map omits all details 1ot connected with Indian
afluirs. . It exhibits the location of the different (ribes, their numbers, and
the course and distance of their location from Detroit ; together with the
sites of the agencies, sub-agencies, schools, farming establishments, and re-
serves, and the limits and estimated area of the recent purchase from ihe
Ottawas and Chippewas. It also embraces, in a condensed form, a census
of the population from the most recent date. More time in its preparation
would have enabled me to render it more perfect.

10. Visits of the lake tribes to the Canadas.

In closing this report, I take the liberty of calling the attention of the
departient to this subject. Not only is time and health wasted by num-
bers of the tribes, in performing these annual visits to the principal sum-
mer. stations of the Indian Department of a forcign Government, but the
visits, and olrcumstances attending them, are calculated to foster sentiments
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of hostility to the United States in the Indian mind. The generation is
yet living who opposed our arms as allies of the Canadian forces, during
the late war, and the very reason for assembling them and issuing presents
os an annual stipend, is based on a remuneration for services and losses
incurred by them during the late war. But is such a course compatible
with the principles of amity existing between the two Governments? Con-
sidered in the fairest light, these journies are injurious to the Indians, the

- amount they receive being no compensation for the expense. They suffer

much on the way, beg at the agencies, sell their presents for ardent spirits,
and finally reach their villages much poorer than they were when they
set out. {

No. 2.
i
REPORT OF THE S8UPERINTENDENT OF WISCONSIN TERRITORY.
]
First, the condition and resources of the several tribes of Indians resi-
ding within the superintendency of the ‘I'erritory of Wisconsin.

he Sac and Fox Indians occupy a large extent of country on the Des
Moines and Jowa rivers and their tributaries, not surpassed as to the fertil-
ity of its soil, by any lands in the United States. This country is repre-
sented to be well watered, interspersed with prairie and wood land, gener-
ally level, and well adapted to agricultural purposes. The Sac and Fox
Indians cultivate but a small portion of their soil. T'hey raise small quan-
tities of corn and vegetables, not a sufficient supply for the consumption of
their families. The country ceded to the United States last season, by the
Sac and Fox Indians, called the Reserve, on the Iowa river, embraced their
old villages and fields, where they had resided for many years. The prox-
imity of the white settlements to them madc it necessary that they should

retire from the settlements of the whites, to establish their villages, and the
are now dependent in a great measure on the chase for their support, whicﬁ
is always a very uncertain means of subsistence. The buffulo and other
game are becoming very scarce, and receding from the white settlements.
These Indians are obliged to travel a considerable distance in pursuit of
game, and occasionally come in contact with their enemies, the Sioux, and,
rom their warlike habits, frequendly go in scarch of them. Although the
Suc and Fox Indians claim a large extent of rich and valuable country,
and receive from the Government a lare annuity, these confederated na-
tions derive but little advantage from the great resources of their country.
Their annuities are paid in cash, which goes <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>