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THE OPEBATION OF THE WILD ANIMAL EXHIBITION IAW
- Paul Hickie =

It is a pleasure to have the opportunity to report to your
organization that one of the projects with which it assisted materially
has been successfully placed in operation. During the 1937 session of
the Michigan Legislature, a new soction wae incorporated as a portion of
the state game bill which had to do with the public exhibition of wild
animals in captivity. The wording was simple and direct, and stated in
offedt that all eaptive wild animals should be keot under adequate con-
ditions of sanitiation, housing, and safety. The Conservation Commission
armed with this suthority was given the power to promlgate snd enforce
rules and regulations to carry out the intent of the act.

Some of the commonly understood torms were a little difficult
to define. ¥For example, just what is a public exhihition of wild snimale.
Oboiously it 4is not the animal kept as a pet, such as the high school boy
with a tame raccoon; it is not the estate of some wealthy individual who
keeps a2 numbexr of animals for his own amsement and allows the publiec,
out of the kindness of his heart, to wvisit his priwate zoo. We have both
in Michigan as we soon found out vhem we canvassed the state for 21l possible
exhibits. Again vwe resorted to gemeral terms with rather broad applica-
tion. The public exhibition of wild animals became,"'Public Fxhibition
of Wild Animals.' Any place where one or more wild animals or wild
birds are kept in captivity, either in an enclogure or by tether, upon
any street or highvay, or upon le.n%. public or priwvate, in the vicinity
of any commercinl establishment fo;- the evident purpose of public ex-
hibition or attracting trade.®

The same problem rose in fixing housinz specifications. The

problem was one of taking the 1ist of animals which we imew wore held in
captivity, of guessing at what other animals mizht be desired for exhibits

in the future, and then attempting to get together what information was



availeble, In general our specifications are at nresent about ns specific
as, how big is 2 house? However, we have set up minimum requiremsants for
meny species expecislly the predatory animals, such as bears bdobeats,
coyotes, and others, and heve likewise errived at some idex of vhat con-
stifutes a suitadle cage and nest box for meny of these species. Ve have
thus far proceeded rather slowly in requiring chenges in housing facilities,
vhich in many cases might have meant the abandonment of captive animals
and a hardship to the owmer. We required certain things in housing, however,
guch as sanitetion rein-proof dens, nést boxes or shelters, protection
from the sun or inclement weather. We required that exhibitions be not
lesg than 100 feet from trunkline hishways and that suitable parking
conelitiona be provided so that the motoring public would not be Jjeopardized.
Cur rales ond ragulations require that animnls be handled
himenely z2nd kept free from varasites, sicimess, or disease, and that
they be treatel or oroperly disposed of when afflicted. Certain of our
other regulations such as the meintenance of rsguler feeding achedules,
the smount and wvariety of rations, the frequency with vwhich drinking water
is changed and cages cleaned are almost impossible to bring down to a
rizid schedule, at lenst for the meojority of exhibits. It might
have been sufficient to insist that treatment and samitation be adequ,te
and Fn:me, however, these additionnl regulations vhich are not of generel
apslication are often ugeful vhen we encounter some offender whoss intentions
are not proper, and who has to be "converted® or his exhibit discontimned.
Then it is very convenient to have technicalities upon which we con insist.
One phese of the regulations which has proved to be ugeful and,
no doubt, will contimuie t0 b2 co in the future is the requirment that
stock held in exhibits be leg=lly obtzined, and that evidence of such
19.wa11 ownerghip be produced upon demsnd. The dry goods-box type of exw

hibitor is the very one who is opt to have =nimels obtained illegally,
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or what &n often a¢ dad from some soni-indefinite source vhich thh owner
vonches for in 2 loud verbe) menner, I8 maken it exceedingly ansy (o
neize such animele end diasposs oFf them withoat qua:tion.

Tharo i¢ stlll need for aueatiasn of the pblic nothat we mey
have thelr sgeslgtonce in handlins roadside axhibiss. Ivary licennsd
public axhibition of wild nnimala in roquirad to kave the cermit digolayed
to the wisty of the yndlic at the place of exhibitisn, Any arhidite vhich
Ao not have such o parall should de reporisd to the Conservebion Denarts
ment or to the local gonserwation officar.

Thawae far thore have heem 19 prihlic exhibiting porults igsued
weiar the mew axhidition law. In these exhibits there are approrimmtely
150 different anluals of 30 different spnclea. DRearas are prodeadly the
moot populer, if mot the most abundest, and aleo ars Hrobably most wnlusble
to the axhiditor., Tne ownor of o hear inforned me that he did feizly well
Yy seiling soda »wod G0 oustamers which wne in turn given to tha Basr &0
drink. It later developad that this mon sabsbitutled sweetoned wnter for
nods 209 at the sume ¢oat o the purchager and to the much grenfer comfort
of Lha bear,

| Merpenls srestdly oredominate smong the pnimels loant, lsc.di.n:g
by a score of 20 szoles of mumals to T epeclies of birde, and 2 of rep-
tiles, The marmale include oposeums, bears, raccoons, red an! srey faxes,
coydtes, nountain Ilons, 1lynxs or bobeats, ocelota, senats, wooldchursice,
fox souirrels, monkeye, deer, and finally, of somewhat dondbiful wiliness,
one turrs., The birds inelnle ducke, greee, vhensants, pencotin, and
parrotes. The reptiles avs s2de up of $wo o'lisntors, and one striped
turtle,

¥any of the poople keeping oxhibita st the tine the nevw legise
lation weeé pagied have given ugn thely enimale, Two exhibits have beem

foreidly discontimed bacomss of the lssorrigibility of the owmers. Our



engxunters in thic conncation have shown that the exhibition law we have
to work vith in eniirely effectivo. Ve may in the fature find need to
plter gert-in phases or to mrke n few additions, Yut in general it sppears
to serve its parposs wery well. Undoubtedly, it iz cafe to say that the
day of the “ry goods box, =n! the mangy snimals as well as the tethersd
bear endangering paseersby nc longer orists.

Whnt is the future of the pubtic exhibifion of wild animels
in Hichigzan, nnd hat should the Nepartment of the general puhlic
apsrrove in the wny of ro-dside zs0s. I beliave thnt onaptive nalimls, if
wall kent in ordper cases anl fod ndecuately, nrohadly enjoy o noro oo
fortable and humsne exisience thnn many of their wil? counterparts. Thero
cen be no doubd of the grect interent that vwild rninmnls have for the genarll
public or the wholegsomeneas of the recreation of visiting the zoo, Fox
many peonle this reopresenta the only way in which they ean beecome fanili-
vith oor native fauns, Ve beliove, libewiss, that thero are meny cowmason
animais of the smnller varicties vhich vornld be vory easily hondled, and
which vould ba of grent interest to mrny peonle which are not now gercxrally
moen in coptivity. Oar policy then 1k to be, not one of extinction for
21l euch exhidits, tut rather one of educ:tion for exhititors and through
then the grnoral pudlic, Yub we will contimie to inmaisgt that any wild
aninals hald in coptivity in any capnelty vhabtsosver be kepd as mnenaly

| "
as possitle,
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