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Given at the Adrian Meeting ot Mich. Fed. of Humane Societies, 
October 29, 1938. 

THE OPEB.ATIO~l OF THE WILD AiiltUL EXHI:BITIOll LA.W 
- Paul Hickle -

It is a pleasure to have the opportuni~~ to report to your 

organization that one of the projects with which it assisted materially 

has been successfUlly pleoed in operation. During the 1937 session of 

the l.fichiga.n Legislature, a new section was incorporated. as a portion of 

the ste.te game bill which bad to do with the public exhibition of wild 

animals in captivity. !he wrding was ei~le and direct, and stated in 

o!fedt that all c11ptive wild animals shaa.ld be ke?t under adequate con-

ditions of sanitiati, n, h~using, and safety. The Conservation Commission 

armed w1 th this e.uthori ty liaS g1 ven the power to promlga.te end enforce 

rules and ragu.la.tions to carry out the intent ot the act. 

So~e of the commonly understood t orms were a little difficult 

to define. For e~~le, just what is a public exhibition of wild an~~e. 

Obviously it is not the animal kept as a pot, snch as the hi~h school boy 

with a tame raccoon: it is not the estate of some wealthy individual who 

keeps a number of animals for his own Sllll.sement and allows the public, 

aut of the kindness of his heert, to visit his private zoo. We have both 
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in Michigan ~s we soon found out '"hen tre canvassed the state for c.ll possible 

exhibits. Again \'te resorted. to general terms ,.,ith rather broad a.p:)lica-

tion. '.The p\\blic exhibition of wild a.nime..ls became, ''"Public Exhibition 

of \'lild Anlmals. •· Any place where one or more wild a.nim.?~!j or "'ild 

birtis ~re k<!tpt in captivity, either 1n an enclosure or by teth~r, upon 
r 

SJl'1 etr9et or highvay, or upon land pu'blic or private, in the vicinity 
; 

of any commercial establiebment for th13 evident purpo!le of public ex-

hibition or attracting trade.tt 

The same problem rose in fixing housing speeifiea.tions. The 

problem was one of taking the list of ru:timals which ve knGt·J were held 1n 

cap ivity, of gueaeing nt what other animal~ might be desired for exhibits 

in the futl1re, and then at.tempting to get together what inf ormation was 
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available, In general our specifications are at present about a.s opeci:t'ic 

a.s, hov 'big is a. houset Rowver, we have set up 111in1!iUiil requirem~nts for 

many epeoies expecislly the predatory animals, such as bears bobcats, 

co'lteo 1 and oth~rs, and h.ave likewise errived at some ide~ of \that con­

stituteo a suitable cage and nest box for many of these species. \-fe have 

tbns far proceeded. rather alo1:1ly in requiring ch.anges 1n housing facilities, 

which 1n DSaJ1Y cnses ntight have rneant the abandonment of captive animals 

and a hardship to the o;.m.er. 'tie required certain things in housing, however, 

guch an sanitation rain-proof dens, nest boxes or shelters, protection 

from the mm or inclement weather. '''e required that exhibitions be not 

les, than 100 feet from tru.nkline h1,<;hwa.rs and that suita:hlo parking 

con it1ons be -provided so the.t the motorl~ publio would not be jeopardized. 

Oar rules nnd. r~go.lla.t1o:::1s require that anim.:us be handled 

munanely and leapt !ree from 9arasites 1 aickness, or disease, en1 tlk~t 

they 'be trea.te~. o:- -,roperly disposed of when afflicted. Certain of O".l:l' 

other regulations S\l.Ch as the !n2.1nter."\nce of rgg..ll~.r feeding schedules. 

the .smou.nt a.nd. var1etr of ratio·,:s, th0 frequency \\1th which drinking 't!ater 

1a c~ged and oa.ges cleaned are e.lmost impoasible to bring do'tm to a. 

rigid schedule, a.t le.r~nt fo:r the ~jor1ty of e:thibi ts. It might 

have been sufficient to indst that treatment and oa.:Uta.t1on be adeqUate 

and rmmene, however, these addition..'ll regulations lthich are not of general. 

a.p:-l f cs.tion n.re often useful '\<Jhen we encounter soi!le off ender vhose intentions 

are not proper, and vho he.s to be Rconverted" or his exhibit discontin11ed. 

Then it is very convenient to havo technicalities upon Which we can insist. 

One phese of the regtlla.tions which has provecl to be useful ~d, 

no doubt, will continue to be so in the future is the requir<.m ent t hat 

stoJ held 1n exhibits be legally obte.ined, nnd that evide!lce of such 

1~-wffl ownership 'be produced uyon der!W.lld. The dl7 goods-box type of ex­

hibit or i8 the . verr one vho is apt to r~ve anim2.h obtained 1llegall;v. 
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?h'=lt'O 1.(! st1.11 nce-:1 for A.::Ueation of tho public n othat '*'e :lft..Y 

150! dii'feront ~.nlllt5ln of' 30 -d1fi'arent 01'ocio~. naarll 3.l'O :;>t"\>b1~bly tho 

~oo ~)~:;u.l.O?..r~ t :t not the nost ~'buncl?~!it. c-.n~ ~lao ~.g ·)rob!'J>l:.· r.t:.:>~t vn.lu.""'ble 

~o~ pop at t h~ s.~'..UO c01tt to the puroh2Ser ro.Jl.:l. t o t!-~ au.cls. gl'$~:>.tor ao~o-r~ 

of lh(-'1 "oou. 

by score of 20 ~~o1es or ~~ls t~ 1 epee1ea of ~irdG, ~d 2 or rep-

coYjt~!!o, oounta.i.n 11ons, l!f!)x.s or boboot.s, om~lot~, r,eMts, '11~rlolm.O::es, 

fo::!! ~t!U1X'r'e1 s. JtQnl':e-~, ~-e'Sli'. t-m-:1 ftn-';\1.\;r. of s o-l:lewhs.t d.oJtl-tful ~r11tiness t 

l1an:y of the pool:)le kec!_lln.~ o~tb!to et the ~ine ~he new l.Gitis­

lQt ~n ~e ~nG5!Gd have given U!l th6U Mb.H~. Two Rllibtt& he.'Ve ~eEm. 
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enOOtmters S.n th1o connoo~ion have eho'A!. t~..at the e:xhib1Uon law ·so have 

to \rork vitb in ontirel:r effeotiv~. VIe ma.y in th~ t'attu-c f'btd need to 

nltor cert--1n ?htl.aes or to m~.ke n £6v ti:'Hltbns, but in eenon.l 1t np:~atll'a 

to ser'V'3 its p-tlrp000 Ter'fl vell. Und.oubt'3<Uy, it is en.fe to sa.y tnat the 

~ of the ".ry ~odo box, :~ . .'1:! the t!l0Jl.:.1Y r.niiMls ~..a well a<J tho tethGt'$d 

bear en~gering paseerabT no l~ngor o~1et;. 

~root ie the future vf the pttb~ 1c exhibition of ~r11d a:t.iA~lo 

1n H1chiga.n, cmd •,·}1~t sh~ld t~Jil Der>n.rtment of the r-:eneral pttl,llo 

np; rove 1n the \4F'.Y or ro~·.:161de ~ooo. I belii)ve tr~.t O,'\IJt ive an1i:nla, 1:f 

''all !te:?t in !)r~p~r ~e~ ::-.nJ. t'od c.d.et!U!!.tel:r, pr-:>'ha.bl;r enjo~r :.l. ooru 00~'-

1'ort.t\'bl9 ,'\nd l:nt:.i.".no oo:1~te-.1ce thn.n tlrol;>r of their wil-'; ommter:larts. 'Jh~ro 

C.?. be no t1ou1)t of til~ erest iuterMt th'lt \·rild r·.nW!\1::~ ht-.V9 for the .;cnorhl 

public or the ~.tholcoomaneog of thg rcer~ti!ln of' 7idtin,g tho zoo. For 

many peo?la this rs~)rGsentn tbll O!'\ly WJJ in which th.o-J M!l bllC.,mG :t"t-.o1lb.r 

\·;Uh ou.r ~tlw f~una.. ~:G bG11ovo, 11f.»'trise, t~t tho_r o ~:ro me.ny comon 

sn1n."tls or tl"..o BJ::i.!'.ller v:-:.r1~t1es t'hioh ,.~.J.d be V<)'r:/ C.'"I.S.tly h:""'rvlled, .~ 

•.·rh e:'l "~J.).(\ be of ~oot 1n.tarost to 1!1rflY poo;)l't' ~h1oh nro not l\0\1 ~norall:r 

ao~n iA e~!)tivity. Ottr policy then liz to bo, not one of extinction ;for 

ell cue.'l cx.'IU1>1ts, but ~.tbor ~no of educ~t1on for s:xhibitnrs ond th...--oU&h 

th~ the ef'no-r:J.! pt\bUc• bnt t:e \rl.ll continue t o indst th:1-t a.ny wild 

o.niml!:: h·)Vl 1n co.'9Uvity in nn;r c~;,>-:.:city ~~!'li\tsoever be kep~ a~ hlr-l".n~:ty­

~s posai~lo. 


