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¥Morgenza, La. Aug. 31, 64

Dezr Elizabsth.
Yourse of the Tirst inat came te hand yesterdsy and was
read with pleasure slthough it had been a long time on the road.

Ag you Bee by date we have not left the banke of the Hisa, fet and
notwithdtanding the hot weather 1s becoming oppressive to us. We are very
willing to remain here so long as we can have the privilege of remaining
in camp most of the time. I suppose we may conelder ourselvee very
fortunate for not being sent into some other department this summer
although there nre very few who like this dep'nr't.

In one of your letfters you wondered how we employ our time, I admit
that 1t is a2 little Aifficult during hot days o employ one's time in
a very agreeable or profitable manner,

Card playing is the great past fime of the army and 1is engaged in by
nearly all soldlers, Your gorrespondent however never played when he came
into the service and he formed a resolutlion aet te learn during his term
of mervice which resolution remains unbroken,

Reading 1s my favorite pastime but it ls quite difficult to ebtain
books that are of any esccount, and there are many times when we find it
difficult to find shaae; whioh is mnecessary for all,

I see some pretty loud talk from the northern copperheads goncerning
the draft, whether 1t will amount to any thing else or not time will
diselose, I think however they will conclude to obsy the laws., They still
continue to cry "peace when there 1s no peace™,

However pleasing the word may be 1t is still evident to my mind that
there 1s no honorable way of settling our nations difficulty except by wWar.

Ve have thls moment re'ed orders to be rsady to embark at z moment's

notice, therefore I will wait and mscertsin the presult of this order before
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finishing this.
White Biver Station
Sept 9th, 64.
Elizabeth,
It has been 0 long since I commenced this 1t might
be as well to commence z new letter., I will send thisg however. As you
see by date we re'ecd orders to be ready to ma&e from Morgenze on the last
of Aug. The order to move did not come until the 3rd. inst. when our
Brigade with Gen. Dennis' Division left La. and lsnded at this place
yesterday after a safe and very pleasant vogage, making only one landing
which was at Vicksburg where we stald all night.
On srriving here we re'c& news of the nomination of Little Mac, but
there 18 not much said eoncefning him in our Regt.
We algo re'ed news of the surrender of Pt, Morgem and capture
of Altanta this is indéed good news. This ls 2 wildé place near the mouth
;of the White a few acres of timber has been cut and the land sowed t0
cotton, The government has bullt a small sfoeka&e which ie garrisoned
by blue goats. These with one store and a few negro houses conetitute
what 1z called White River Btation.

Reports are in clreulation to the effect that Steele 1ls being surround-
ed snd his supplies eut off, If this proves true there is & possibllity
of our going to hls relief., I shall meke hp promises of our future move-
ments as they ere very uncertain but shall eontinue to inform you of our
whereabouts as often &8s circumstences permit,

Hoping I amy recelve a letter from you by first mail, I remain
As ever yours

Leonard.



