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Camp Oliver Dec. 13th t 62 

Dear Priend 

Exouse me for address1ng you 1n th1e familiar 

manner but I oannot deny myself' the privilege of thinking you. to be one 

of my kindest t~1ends and I b~lieve the ~ and think1ng eo ~ oannot 

well restrain from empress1ng some of my thoughts on paper. I haVe 

sometimes thought you must o.ons1d.$r' me fiB pa'ther fox-ward 1n a.ddressing 

you at all. 

/ Whe.n I eons1der that personallY' we are almost entire :strangers and 

that I em in the army 1500 miles from home and ,surrounded by' all the 

vUlgar1ty and profan1ty oommon in a.ll oamps I oould not blame you i'Gr' 

think1ng. But Elizabeth whsn l enlisted in the U. S. servlo. r gave 

myself oradl t for having at least some manhO()d and lndopende.noe Gf 

oharaot.l' and th1nk tna.t I bare this repuktlon and further, krtowing 

eomethlng or war of what I had read leenlisted. w1 ~h the dete~ln&tlon 

of pres~n'ving my manhood at all hazards and after be'1ng 1n. the service 

more than 14 months I have aeen no reasOn why a $Old~er oannot be a 

man and has no reason to stoop so le.w as to be parta.k.erln ail the 

vices 1nQ1d,ent to camp life. My wish 1s that if I cannot 1"etu~rn to 

my friends and be as much respected as I was p~eY1ous to my enlisting 

I n,eyer may want to return. 

I am very glad th.e.t we are "becoming well enough acquainted through 

the medium of the pen that we can eorrespond with eaeh other to Some 

degree without and if we dO writ@ some f.,Qg.l.1shthings why whose 
is 

buslness/1t exo$pt our own. 

Of oourS6 you wl11 exouse me if my letters are mener s!nt1.Pl§ntj.l­

as you know our business a,t present is 1nolined in that channel. 

neverthelsse I like jollity in its plao~ as well as ant person oan. 
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! believe you are right !.n OOEHU'Y1:n,g tih@t g1rl:s do not alwaya m1nd their 

mothers and even if they d1d do yau auppGse they would iJ,rlU do right. 

Ne1 ther dO think that boY's [should be old men 1n the1r aotlo:t1:s if they 

were where would we find the young men. 

I 1"80'd yours of the 24th Nov. on yesterday but the one I answered 

in my last was of late~ date. I think you must have had qUite an 

1nte~estlng time writ1ng at Mr. 3miths~ D1~ E~s-t-h~e-r want to knQw 

who yOu was writing to. If .ahe was not In-qu1sitlve she 1s d1fferent f:rom 

what she was in the days when we went to sOhool. I am sorry ! Gannot have 

tne privilege of reading that lost letter but probably Mlss. Me. has made 

sure of it. I suppose 1f she wiShes a letter ~erw ba~ tha~ l might write 

het' one but then I dont th1nk 1 t would be very interesting to he:r. 

Y0~ a.pol1g1:zed. for yoaX"' r bUt you had no need of that tbose al'e justi ; 

the letters I like to read ODe s'uQh letter 1s w~rth a dO%fm _ by __ letters 

fixed. up after the latest e.:tld most appro'vedtstyle. 

You l'J11ay th1nk that my tfaate in th1s respeQt 1s not ven refined, 

but 1f refinement oone1$ts 1n having a. d.esire to :r·~ad. about t§n or twelve 

short lInea you will please reckon me out. 

I think I have written more and, rtlade more mlstakes thm.n you will be 

a,ble to deo1pher. I suppose your time 1spretty mt1eh o~cup1ed in teaeh1ng 

the young 1deas how to !hogt, but please remembe:r". 

Leonard 


