Camp Oliver Dee. 13th, 62

Dear Friend
Excuse me for sddresging you in this familiar

manmer but I cannot deny myself the privilege of thinking you to bé cne
of my kindest friends and I believe the hest and thinking so I cannot
well restrain from empressing some of my thoughts on paper. I have
sometimes thought you must oconsider me as rather forward in addressing
you at all,
y When I conglder that personally we are almost entire strangers and
that I am in the srmy 1500 miles from home and surrounded by all the
vulgarity and profanity ocommon in all eamps I ocould net blame you for
thinking., But Elizabeth when I enlisted in the U, 3, service I gave
myself credit for having at least some manhood and independence of
character and think thet I bore this repulation and further, knowing
something of war of what I had read I enlisted with the determination
of preserving my menhood at all hazards and after belng in the service
mere then 14 months I have seen no reason why & soldler cannot be a
man and has no reason to stoop so low as 1o be partaker in all the
vicee incident to camp life. My wish is that if I cennot return to
my friends and be ar much respected as I was previous to my enlisting
I neyer may want to return.

I am very glad that we are becoming well enough acqualnted through
the medium of the pen that we cen corrsspond with each other to some
degres without

is
business/it except our omwn.

and 1f we do write some fgolish things why whose

Of course you wlll excuse me Af my letters are rather gentimental
as you know our business at present 1is inclined in that chennel.

nevertheless I like jollity im its place &3 well as any person can,
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I belleve you are right in observing that girls do not always mind their
mothers and even if they d4id do you suppose they would glways do right.
Nelther &6 think that boys should be old men in theélr aetions if they
ware where would we find the young men,

I rec'd yours of the 24th Nov. on yesterday but the one I answered
in my last was of later date. I think you must have had quite smn
interesting time writing at Mr. Smiths, Did E~g-t-h«e«r want to know
who you was writing to. If ghe was net inquisitive she lg 4iffarent from
what she was in the days when we went to school. I am sorry I ¢annot have
the privilege of reading that lost lettsr but probably Mise. Mo. has made
sure of it. I suppose if she wishes & letter very bad that I might write
her on® but then I dont think it would be very interesting to her.

. but you had no neadl of that those are Jjust

e

You apoligized for your
the letters 1 like to read ome such letter is worth a dozen _ by _ letters
fixed up after the latest and moest approved style.

You may think that my teste in this respeet is not very refined,
but if refinement oonelsts in having = desire to read sbout ten or twelve
short lines you will please reckon me out.

I think I have written more and made more mistskes than you will be
able to decipher. I supposs your time is pretty much occupied in teaching

the young ldeas how to gheot, but please remember,

Leonanrd



