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Agssembled at the Masonic Hall in the cicy.of Vashington on the
15eh of March 1636 for the putpose of holding a treaty with the Ottawa &
Chippewa Nations of Indianz for the lands in Michigan. Henry R. Schoolcrafe
Esq, Commiseicner, John Hulberrt, Secretary, John Holiday, Intaerpreter,
Rix Robirgon--R. Stewart, John Drew, H. A. Levoke, Wm. Lasley, Ceo. Moran,

Levis Moran emé Avgustin Hamlin& L. Slater in charge of the Indian Chiefs &

Dalegatas.

Alshquagenabae - Chipveva Chief Grand Travers
- Acose - Tt n " "
Mknayzee - Otctawa Delegate Grand River
Wacaubeguun - " " " "
Tabi Uindego - " Chief " i
Magis lnilne - " " ' o

Nabuns Ceejichig - ! " ' Y

Winewissagee - " " " "
Osounailschum - " " Maskego
Hassaugaso - " Delepate "
Quaveogel - " Chiaf v

¥itchy Ingogamoon - " " Cheboigun
Black DLird - " Delegare Larbielrouchs
tpokosigan - ' Chief v B
Kemennelohapun ~ " Y . "
Tawaganee - " Delegste " v
Kinoshaxaig - B " " "

EX. P-17A (P.

~

RNS 01310



Napsanipgabhowa
Onaassanen
Chabowava
Ance
Waishkee

Keewasie

The council being opered, the Commiszioner laid bLefore the Chief and

delegates the cbject of the present council, In the following speecch,

Ortawa Delegate LarbreCrache

1" H Al R (11

Chippewa Chief Chenes

" "

Oakpoint

" 1]

Saut Ste. Marle
LN 1" o

Delagats

Qttawa " Grand
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My Children,

You have heard the voice of your great fathar the President, and shzken
hands with him. You perceive his kind feelings for you, and your families.
You have heard, from his own lipa that he is glad to see you face to face,

that he wishes your happiness, and 1s anxfous ro do you justice.

Your father has directed me to inform you, that he has appointed =a
as Commissiones to concduct the'business which has brought vou here. He has,
by the Secretary of War, furnished me written imstructioms by which to scr.
You will, rtharefore, consider my words, as his wvordg, and listen atcencively,

while I proceed to lay before you the object of your being called tog:thzr.

Last summer the Indians of Ottawa island in Lake Huron, sent a
deputation to Mackinae, with a formal megsage from rheir band, affering co
sell Drummond island. The President, by che Secretary of War, did nct wish
te slipght them, although ir was a part of che countrry he had not thoughe of.
He asked what they wished fqt it, and he took the occaslon, (as he had hezrd
that zome of the Indians of»the Feninsula had gone and others were geing to
live, in that part of Lake Huron) to inquire how much of theilr land the
Tndfans would scll, and what price they demanded for it. These instructiong, I

communicated to the Indians at Mackinac and seat word to differsnt niaces,

The President, by the Secrecary of War, directed thacr answers shouid
be given to the Agent at Mackinac, and thac, generally, the Indians of chat

quarter should tramsact their business with him and net come co Washington,
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unless they were sent for. A deputation of the Ottawvas, living forch of
the strairs, who had hear& this messagz, came here early in December. They
called on the Secretary of War and rhe President, and afcer remalning some
days, they offered to sell the Manite Islands, and also the lands on the
north side of the Straits extending from near the Menomonee River to
Point Detour. Thgy nade thelr offer im writing,through a young man whe
accompanied them, and who is nmow here. Theystated that they claimed Che
,lands on the nmerth of the straits by conquast. They represent in their
nemo that they wish to make money to pay off theilr debts teo the traders,

and to pracure assistauce in agriculturc and educution.

The Pregident desires on all occasiona to know thet the persons uhe
offer to sell lands, are the proper auchorized cliiefs or delegates, snd
that whatevar is done, should be done with the comsent of all. Had he wishad
o buy your lands from & part of the natlon, he would have acceptad rthaze
offers. But he determined although 1t was winter, and he knew you were obsenc
on your huncing grounds, to send send for you all that you might act copgacher.
This is the reason why vou were sent for, and is a proof of what che Presidert
tald you yesterday, in his own House, that he felt friemdship and kindaess

for you, and wicghed to 4o you justlce.

You sca, in your amidst, some men fraom the noyth shores of the stralis, and
a few, even from the foor of lake Superior. Those men, werc also dnvited here,
at the ssme time rhat the others were, and came, as I am informed, to check
on the subject of their lands. Am the President is informed, that you are
pe . Ko
braother tribes, have always lived in peacc together, and are fuch intermiwed,
in blood and lacation, he has authorized ma ro trear wich them, as with vou,

and I therefore address you together.
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The Chippewas of Saulc Scte. Marie assembled in council at thar place,
last fall, and forwarded an offer to rthe President ro sell a part of cheir
lands, extending from the mouth of the Minusheo to a polnt south wesez of Grﬁnd
Island, on Lake Superior, prqvided they could obtain suitable annuities
for twventy years, with a smith shop, and other advantages'stdted in a letter
from che Commanding Officer of forc Brady, accompanied by 3 map. The
President has been informed thar this portion of your people, are very decstitue,

~and that their country yields but licrle geame, which is a reason for his having

listened to their offar.

It 1s understood thar the Indians living near Michilimackinac on the west
side of the straivs, have slgned a paper, containing the basis on which they
feel disposed o cede a portion of these lands. But this paper was naver

received. Its purport will be made kmown to you when it arrives.

You have now before vou, the subject of the several communications, tha
President has received, both from the Ottawass and Chippewas. And it is
probably the most important subject, viewéd in its broadest sense, which you,
in your day, will be called co deliberate upon. It opens the quescion of the
sale of your possesslons in Michigan. It is préposed ta extend the cegsion
south to Washtauong on Grand River on Lake Michiggn, and morth to Chocolarte
River on Lake Superior. How much you will cede, depands upon your wisdom.
Deliberare on the subject with calw minds, snd with kind feelings tovards
each other snd do not let oae party cest blame on the other, It is ooly

noble minds whichecan rise above lirtle things.
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For such ceszions 85 you may sgree to make, T am authorized to make
vou the most liberal offer. There ¢s evary wish on the part of gowvarment , ro do
you full justice, and to furnish the meana of ex3lting your situntion in scale
of seciety, and making you, and your poatericy, happy. Take time to consider
tha subject, and when you have made uUp your minds as zo the quantity of land
you will cede, let us krow {t, that I may declare to you ths fullvca =5 vhich

1 feel disposed t¢ allow.

With respect to the debts you owe to the traders, the President proposes
to appoint a Commissionmer to go into yaur country ReXt Summer=, Lo ascercain
end pay the smount of every just debr and claims against vou, so chac every oone

may rTecaive awple justica.

HWeobjection will be made, if you deenm it imperative, to your Fixing
or proper and limited reservations te be held in comman; butvthe Presidcons:
Judges 1t best, that no reservations should be made to imdividuals. Yeur
Telaricns, who could be entitled ro such reservations, ©vill be compensated
for vheiyr value, in moviey. The usval privilege of residicg and hurCing on

the lands sold ©ill they are wanted will be graated.

The commissioner submirted the forsgoing prepositicn to the Chie

Delegares for their coasidsration, and requested them to specify the tlme

Loy theirv snsver.

The chisf speaker rosz and addressed the commissisner, starting that thav
had lisitened to all thar had been said to them with pleasure, and appoinced
the time for said answer, after thiee nights which would be cn Friday Mavceh lBth.

1836, afeer whicl the councll adjourned to that day.
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Friday, March 18thf€he Counicil assembled this morning agraeably tc
adjournment on Tueu@ay last, After the usual ceremony of the peace pive
the Commissioner gave notice to the Chiefs ia coumeil, rhat he was prevared
to listen te what they have to say on the subject refered to them for com-—
aideraticn at the Iirst counell, +ha chief speaker, rose and addressed his
Commizsloner =s Father and raquested him ro listen to the few words ne had
~ te say, stating that they had been cslled bythelr Great Father to Washington
‘to talk about their iands and that they had a great desire te know zlso,
what the Chief fromL',dreCroche was zbout to do., (Thisg chief with several
others had previously come te Washington withcur insvrucrion from tle
Government or wish of rhe Indisn generally) said that your childrea ware
pleasedwo hear your proposition at the first council, to purchase chelr
lands and to hear of the kind feelings of their Gr=at Father ctowards them,
burt when we lock on the map of our country it appears very small and wa
¢conclude noc ta part with any of our landa. Our Father said sowething at
the last council, to ua about our half braeds and white friends that they

ail
were not to be 3llowed, regservations in land, buc weére to have all/chs
chief thought besteo give rhem in meney.  This course we do not fully

underarand and we object Ko ir. Onc reasea why we do not wish to dispoze

of our lands, is this, we fear that the whites, who will rot be our frleunds, wil

come into our country and trouble us and tha< we shall not be abie tc know

wherscur possession;are, If we do sall our lard It will be our wish that

some of our vnite friends have lands ameng uz and ba associated with us.

Megis Ininne, Ottawa Chief rose snd said it vas the «will >f the chiefs
that he should stand before this Father and say scmeching abour the sale

of their lands. He was pleased zo hear that his groat Father had such kind

EX. P~17A (p. & OF 1l4¢
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feelings, and wished ro do cthem good, but something was said ro them abour
the Chippewas, the half breeds and whites that they did not like, Said

thar the Ottaws objected to the Chippewa coming ince the treary. That thay
also made objectians to theoarse ﬁhich the chief and party from Larbre Czeche,
Apakeosigan, had taﬁen, that the Chippewas andIOttavs were Brothers, yet they
occupled 8 different section of country, He was well pleased to hear that
his Father had such kind feeling and wishes to benefir them and cheir
.children after them. That he was well plessed that his Tacher had zdvise
them to keap regarvacions fov tnemselves, but hils was displeadszed thac his
Father had objectlon to the half breeds and their white friends helding
reservations of land amang them, 3aid their lands were very small on thz
map he had seen, and they have concluded not te scll any. Ther had never
before refusaed to listen ro this call of their great Father bur at this cime

they must.

Apskozigan, Chief from Lhbre Croche addressed the Cemmissioner, as follaws.
1 am ore of rhe number who filrst came to this place (witheut instruction)
2nd om my arrivel here, undérstood what you said Lo us st Mackinac,
respecting our lands. You have beard what has been said to you by the
Ortawas who have spoken, I vigsh to say that gamaz chiefs present nhave sold
lands and have been benefited, but az for wyself znd mypeople, we have not
raceived so much as onec plpe of Tobazco. That he was sartisfied wich

propositiions respecting Reservations made o them at the first council.
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Black Bird, Speaker of Delegares mentioned that he had but a few
words Lo say, that he was opposed to the sale of their lands, ar another

time he would say more on this subject. His volce was now with the Ottawas.

The Commissioner gave them to understand that he had liscened to vhat
they have said. He was pleased to notice the interest they manifested for
their half breed, and their desire rto provide for theg but he was very sorrcy
that the Ottawas ghould object ro the treaty tnat had been proposad co then,

"which would resulr inm so great, and lasting benefit to them as a peopla.
That chey vere tefusing co listen to a subject of the dezepesc interest tc
them. That their great Father pew had a wish to do thea good, but es they
had given no for 2n angwer te his call, 1t was uncertain when he would
listen to them again. He would nov call the minds of the Chipnews's Chief
north of the arraits, to what he had roeday. Yeur great Father hes chought
of you, he knows youtr situation, that you are poor, and destitulbe, he is
aware also thar your lands atre poor, that but very lictle game is to be
found, and that you ohtain less and less every year, notwithstanding vour
country 1g,af lictle volue, yet feeling a desire to henefit you, he thirks
your lands may be of some vslue rto him, on these accounts a proposition will
ba made to the Chippews on Tuesday next at this place to purchase their
lands inthe norrh Feninsula, If in the mecantime the Octavaz should change
their minds and agree te come into the Treaty and sell their lands, they
would have an oppertunity of communicating the same on Tuesday next pravious
to thc prapogition belng made to the Chippewvas.Otherwise the GovernaznC ha
noching more to say to them on the subject of chelr lands. The Commissicner
assured the Ottaws that no lands would purchased except from the rightful
ownars of the soil, that this was all that he had to say to them ac this tize,

EX. P-17a (P, 10 OF 1-
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except a litcle advice, which was for them s a delegation and chiefs, to
think seriously of the proposition that had been tendered to them ac 2
natioﬂ; If a Chippewa could give advice to sn Octctswa, or an Ottawa cculd
glve advice to the Chippewa by all means to do s0,they always had been
Brothers, and he wished them to still act as Brochers, alse like men of
sense, -- advised the Ottawg so ro acr, chat when they went home, threy
would not feel ashamed ar seeing cheir Chippewa Brothers, in possezsion of

-many goods, and swch money and themselves encirely destituce and very pour.

Hamlin
Augustine/Tular, half breed, and delegate [row Libre Croche, requasted

of his Commizsionar the privilege of saying a fcw words befere the council
should adjourn. He observed that it wes painful for him to make anv,
exphosk, tur rhe intarsst he felt for his nation and tha coneequancas that
would result from the course that had baen taken, compelled him to mshe

knoun what had been done. He stated withour rescrve thag the words the
Commisgioner had just heard from the Chiefa, was not their wa=ds, not

their fealings of thair hearts--but rthe u;rds of white mea who wantad
regervations, and have dictazed %o them wiat t& sav. These maﬁgared not

for thé Indian, they wished ro bemafit themscslves. He was confident (knowing
the minds of the (ndians) that in case they had been left to make up thelr
own wrlods on the subject of the treary, their moods would have been cncirely
different, but thay were ccnstantly besat by individevals znd distrubed ia
their private councils, often called Qut sometizme one,--then two and a3

many as six had been called at one time, then minds were disturbed--pevpleved
and they did not know haw te act, in answer to the proposition respecting

the Treaty, they had bean instructed ta say Mg, once, twice aad thrice in nrder

EX. P-17A (P. 11 oF 1!
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that they mighe obrain more for theilr lands, closed by saying 4f the
Indians were left alonaz, they would sell, with some Reservations for
themselves, He was confidenr it was their wish to dispose of their lands

and derive prasent tenefic.

awalin

The Commissioner req€¢5t6d the Interpretor to communicate to the
Chiefe, the substance of Emter's statemenr, give directions te perscas

having Indicuns in charge, to see that they were furnished with a privare
and .
roon for theilr councils/mot allow any persen to disturd them. The council

then adjournsd over to Tuesday, March 22nd, 1B834.
Tuesday, March 22nd, the councll was posponed until Yednesdav, Mstch 23c4.

‘Wednesday, March 23vd council assembled agreeably to pospoument, Coemis3zio
gave nocice thet he had received the paper from Mackinac, which lie spoke of
a few days =ince in council, which contained many names of theilr peopie
nffering te sell thzir lands, with some Reservations. ‘Tnen said to them he
waé prepared to hear what they had to say.

Atokosegan arfered ue sell all theif landz in the lower Peainsula
except lands norch of tihe Manizmtic—-Srurgeon and Chebolgun, and scuth of a
line comsencing half way berween the Meskego and Grand Rivers, on Lake
Michigen, and runnirg in a scrait course to the euastern boundary of their
Jands, He invited che Grand River Indians to consent to liva in his

reservartion narth.

fagis Infnae, offered to sell prrovided his gresc Father would give then

such reservacions as would henefit them and their children, and it vas che
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wish of the Chief, that some of their friends should examine the Treaty alte-
it was mice, and see that all wan right,--that they were provided for,
requested thet their friend might act fur them, ¥r. K. Robinson was arpointed
by the Grand River Indizns to act for them.

Commissioner propesed a Reservation of 100,000 acrzs of land nerth of
the waters of Grand River to be located in two places, by the Chisfs sfter
their return home. sacked them to think of his prepusition and let him know
the result cn the morrow -- council then adjourned.

Thursday, March 24th, 1836, council convened agre=ably to adlournment.

hpokosligan asked for the same reservation as of yesterday-

Bipg Sail presented a paper containirg the wishes of his b.and,. all fully
assented to the proposition of the reserve of 1C0,00C acres. Asked that
Orew 2nd his daughter might have a reasrvetion, &lso J. Holidsy and his familyr,
They aprointed Mr. Rebert Stewart to examine the stipulatiaons of the treatw
for the Cheboigan band.

#legis Ininee approved the 100,GCC reservation, asked that Mr. R. Robinzsn
& his fgmily might receive a reservation of one mile squars at Grand River Foeics

Wassangaso gave full consent to the sale, and reservation of 100,000,
and recouasted that Hilliam Laslie and his femily, six in number, might havs
ane section egach. They zppointed William Laslie to act for the Grand Traverss
bSnd.

Black Bird gave his assent to all the propositions —- and appointed Hamlin
to exemine the Treaty for the ['akre Croche band.

Poiné St. Ignace band appointed ¥r. J. Drew to act for them in forwming

the treaty.
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Saut Ste. Marie band appolnted Mr. H. A Levake to transact business

for the band.

Wagawbeguum presented a paper purporting to be a prorest but in
consequence of his saying that, it wse noc hiz awn act, it was returned ro hiz,
He then requested that vhartever allowsnce was made by the Government for their
improvements at the rtapids of Grand River mighf be paid to Nawquageezick,

@

then asited fav 2 reservacicn for their teacher Mr. Slater.

Commissioner gave them notice that on Meaday he would meer them with

the Treaty for thelr signutures. Councll then adjouraned.

Monday, March 28ch, the council convened agreeably to adjourulient.

The Trearv was presented for the signaturas of the Chiefa and Delegates

and vas signed by the Commissioner, and all the Chiefs and Delegsres of the
otrawa - and Chipvewa nationa who attended for the purpose of concluding said

treaty.

John Hulbert

Secretary
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